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INTRODUCTION. 


There  is  no  dlfeafe  to  which  human 
nature  is  fubjedl,  confefleSly,  more 
beyond  the  reach  of  internal  medicines,  or 
more  juftly  intitled  to  be  termed  opprobrium 
miedicorum,  than  that  dreadful  complaint,  a 
Cancer.  Every  thing  hitherto  attempted,  - 
by  the  moft  eminent  Phyficians  of  all  coun- 
tries, has  been  found  ineffedual  ; fo  that  the 
liberal,  candid,  and  bed;  informed  part  of  the 
profeffion,  readily  acknowledge,  they  know 
nothing  within  the  extend ve  bounds  of  me-' 
dicine,  any  way  to  be  relied  on  to  effedl  a 
cure.  Of  this  candid  confeffion,  illiterate 
Quacks  and  bold  Empirics  have  ever  been 
ready  to  take  advantage;  whofe  fjaecious 
promifes  have  induced  many  unwary  fuf- 
ferers  to  have  recourfe  to  them,  whom  they 
ipleniibly  entice  with  the  hopes  of  a radical' 
cure,  telling  them  it  requires  iime^  during 
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which  time  they  only  protrad  the  difeafe, 
often  torturing  the  patient  with  cauftics  or 
efcharotics,  tilt  matters  become  fo  defperate, 
that  little  or  no  hope  can  be  entertained  even 
from  the  operation,  which,  had  it  been  per- 
formed in  time,  might  have  proved  effedlual. 
Their  patients  then,  too  late,  are  convinced 
of  their  error,  when  reiignation  to  their  ap- 
proaching fate,  is  the  principal  alleviation 
their  fufferings  admit  of. 

The  idea  that  cancer  does  not  admit  of 
a radical  cure,  has  undoubtedly  been  car- 
ried to  too  great  extent,  and  has  proved 
fatal  to  many  labouring  under  that  com- 
plaint. Writers  of  eminence  are  too  often 
implicitly  believed  in  every  thing  they  ad- 
vance, to  the  detriment  of  fcience.as  well  as 
of  mankind.  It  is  with  all  due  deference 
to  this  eftabllfhed  eminence,  and  at  the  fame 
time  with  fome  reludlance,  that  1 humbly 
prefume  toquedlonor  doubt  the  authority  of 
men  of  fuch  high  repute  in  the  literary  world, 
as  the  late  Dr.  Monro,  Le  Dran,  Sharpe, 
and  other  authors  of  note,  who  have  fpoken 
of  this  difeafe,  in  fuch  difcouraging  terms, 
as  tend  only  to  increafe  the  miferies  of  the 
y . ■ unhappy 
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unhappy  fufferers,  by  depriving  them 
their  laft  reiburce,  hope,  as  well  as  of  every 
chance  of  preferving  or  ev’en  prolonging  life. 
For  by  reprefenting  it  an  incurable  difeafe, 
(I  mean  by  any  internal  medicines  hitherto 
tried)  and  very  fubjebl  to  return  after  the 
operation,  numbers  afflidled  with  it  have  too 
foon  given  way  to  defpair,  and  thereby  lift 
every  chance  of  a cure,  by  a timiely  excilion 
of  the  difeafed  part. 

So  far  therefore  as  humanity,  reafon,  and 
truth  fupport  me,  I hope  Mhall  ftand  ex- 
cufed  in 'differing,  both 'in 'opinion' and  prac- 
tice, from  the  very  refpedtable  ' authorities 
•above  mentioned,  without  entering  too  far 
into  a medical  differtation  on  the  nature  of 
cancer,  which  might  be  thought  a deviation 
from  the  line  ol  a pradlical  Surgeon. 

All  that  has  been  advanced  on  this  fub- 
jedl,  with  fuch  abundant  ingenuity,  -requir- 
ing any  anftver  or  refutation,'  may  I believe, 
be  briefly'  co.m'prifed  in  two’  fropofitwns  o'r 
^Firft-  - That  a real  caiftef  does 
^^-•  nbt- admit  df  radical  cure,  or 'more  pro- 
‘‘  pefr^'fp^'lii^ig^  we  are  unacquainted  with 
any.fetiernal  medicine,  or  topical  applica- 
. .A  2 “ tion 
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“ tion  to  be  relied  on  in  the  cure  of  a can- 
“ cer.”  Secondly,  “ That  the  difeafe  is 
“ ' very  apt  to  return  after  excifion.”  Thefe 
two  aflertions  are  intimately  related  or  con- 
ne£led  to  each  other. 

In  anfwer  I would  obferve,  that  having 
granted  the  firfl:,  it  does  not  follow  that  the 
operation  fhould  be  reje(£led  as  ufelefs.  and 
uncertain. 

To  the  fecond  I anfwer,  that  the  greater 
number  of  patients  have  no  return  of  the 
difeafe  after  the  part  afteded  has  been 
carefully  difledled  away.  This  is  clearly 
-proved  by  the  cafes  publilhed  by  Mr. 
Hill,  of  Dumfries,  in  1782,  and  I am 
fully,  pej-fuaded,  if  the  operation  were  time- 
ly performed,  in  the  manner  I intend  to 
explain  and  recommend,  a ftill  fmaller  num- 
ber would  ^be  troubled  with  a return  of  the 
difeafe.  Even  as  the  operation  has  hitherto 
been  performed,  it  is  often  the  only  alterna- 
tive left,  which  the  melancholy  patient  looks 
on,  as  a means  only  to  prolong  exiftence  a 
while,  but  not  fufficient  to  eradicate  the  dif- 
eafe : yet  under  all  thefe  difad vantageous 
circumftances,  it  generally  proves  fuccefsful^ 

and 
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and  anfwers  the  purpofes  of  a radical  cure. 
For  notwithftanding  the  dirpofitioii  to  can- 
cer, the  perfbn  who  fubmits  to  the  operation 
in  time,  may  live  afterwards  to  old  age,  or 
die  of  a different  difeafe,  without  the  leaft 
return  of  cancer,  unlefs  fome  exciting  caufe 
occur  to  produce  it. 

Whatever,  therefore,  tends  to  mitigate 
the  pangs  of  our  fellow  creatures,  unremit- 
tingly tortured  with  this  dreadful  difeafe, 
cannot  be  thought  unworthy  public  atten- 
tion : and  if,  not  only  to  mitigate  their  fuf- 
ferings,  but  to  remove  them  entirely,  can  by 
experience  be  proved  pradicable,  by  an  ope- 
ration much  lefs  terrible  to  the  patient  than 
that  hitherto  pra£Hfed,  and  which  generally 
anfwers  the  purpofes  of  a radical  cure  ; it 
would  be  wrong  in  me  to  remain  filent  on 
a fubjeft  fo  very  important,  in  which  great 
numbers  of  the  human  race  are  fo  deeply 
interefled.  For  highly  enlightened  as  the 
prefent  age  is,  yet  the  mofl  eminent  practi- 
tioners readily  admit,  that  there  is  ftill  am- 
ple room  for  further  improvement,  in  chi- 
rurglcal  operations.  Though  the  modern 
Improvements  are  very  numerous  and  fur- 

^ 2 prifrngly 
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pnfingly  great,  we  ought  by  no  means  vainly 
to  Tuppofe,  that  all  or  even  the  greater  num- 
ber of  the  principal  operations,  are  brought 
to  the  furhmit  of  perfeftion.  One  of  the  molt 
eminent  Surgeons  of  this  country,  I may 
venture  to  fay  of  the  prefent  age,  both  as 
an  author  and  operator,  acknowledges  this. 
It  fcarcely  needs  mention,  that  I mean  Mr. 
Pott,  who  in  the  Preface  to  his  Treatife  on 
Ruptures  fays,  I would  by  no  means  be’ 
“ fuppofed  to  think,  that  there  is  not  large. 
“ room  left  for  the  induftry  both  of  us  and 
“ our  fiiccellors,  lomeof  the  operative  parts 
“ of  the  art  are  flill  capable  of  improvement, 
“ and  the,  treatment  of  fome  difeales  might 
certainly  be  altered  for  the  better.” 

V 

Tiier.e  are  few  dlfeafes,  I believe,  that 
Require  an  alteration  and  improvement,  in 
the  general  method  of  treatment,  more  than 
fcirrhus  and  cancer  of  the  breail;  and  tcftis. 

, In  thefe  complaints,  though  the  operation 
be  the  only  alternative  to  which  the  patients 
mufl  have  recourfe  in  order  to  preferve  life, 
yet  it  requires  a greater  degree  of  refolutlon 
than  moft  of  them  can  readily  fummon  up, 

to 
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to  fubmit  to  It.  The  certainty  of  very  fe- 
vere  and  accute  pain  during  the  operation,  as 
well  as  of  that  which  muft  naturally  follow 
it,  the  fear  of  a great  effufion  of  blood,  the 
uncertainty  of  fuccefs,  the  long  confinement, 
and,  in  many  cafes,  mutilation  and  de- 
formity, are  difficulties  of  confiderable  mag- 
nitude, and  not  eafily  furmounted.  What- 
ever tends  to  leffen  all  thefe  difficulties,  will, 

I doubt  not,  be  deemed  of  the  higheff  mo- 
ment. What  I have  to  offer,  if-received  with 
candor,  will,  I hope,  be  found  not  unworthy 
attention,  being  the  refult  of  obfervation  and 
experience.  ' 

The  method  of  operating,  which  it  is  the 
principal  defign  of  this  treatife  to  recommend, 
on  account  of  the  great  and  uncommon  ad- 
vantages it  poffeffes,  and  the  wonderful  ef- 
fe<Sls,  I may  in  ffridf  truth  fay  I have  feen 
refult  from  it,  confifts  in  difledfing  away  all 
the  difeafed  part  of  the  breaff  or  teffis, 
through  one  fimple  longitudinal  incifion, 
large  enough  to  admit  of  the  perfeft  removal 
of  all  the  difeafed  part  or  parts,  and  then 
bringing  the  edges  of  the  wound  into  contadf, 
and  retaining  them  in  that  fituation  by  flips 
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of*  kicking  plaifter,  ligature;  or  both  if  ne- 
ceffary,  till  they  unite  by  what  is  called  the 
Firft  Intention,  which  they  generally  do  in 
• 'a  few  days,  without  ever  forming  fuppura- 
tion.  The  w^hole  of  this  operation  1 lhall 
more  fully  and  diftindlly  defcribe  and  explain 
in  its  proper  place. 

Here  I beg  permiffion  to  mention  the 
reafons  that  have  got  the  better  of  that 
diffidence,  which  otherwife  might  have 
reftrained  me  from  ever  venturing  into 
the  world  as  an  author,  for  which  under- 
taking I feel  and  confe'fs  myfelf  not  poffeffed 
of  adequate  abilities.  , 

. It  is  more  than  a year  hnce  I gave  a very 
concife  Iketch  of  the  fuccefs  of  this  method 
of  operating,  in  a letter  to  Dr.  Simmons,  the 
Editor  of  a very  ufeful  periodical  publica- 
tion, called  The  Medical  Journal,  who  ac- 
cordingly mentioned  it  in  the  firft  fubfequent 
publication  of  that  fort.  The  method  of 
operating  becoming  fomewhat  public  through 
that  channel,  I have  fince  had  the  plealing 
fatisfaftion  of  finding  it  pretty  much 
adopted  in  the  hofpitals,  as  well  as  in  private 
4 pradlice. 
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praalce,  efpecially  in  the  removal  of  the 
fcirrhous  or  cancerous  tefticle  ; but  not  lo 
much  in  that  of  the  breaft,  and  in  neither  to 
that  extent,  which  I am  confident  it  really 
defcrves.  I Ihould  therefore  think  fhyfelf 
exceedingly  blamable  to  fuffer  diffidence, 
or  an  improper  delicacy,  to  prevent  me  fiom 
making  as  public  as  poffible,  a^  method  of 
operating,  and  fubfequent  treatment,  which 
on  experience  I have  found  attended  with 
advantages,  far  exceeding  the  mofi:  favorable 
expeaations  I could  (a  priori)  entertain.  ^ I 
only  wiffi  this  method  may  be  received  with 
candor,  and  adopted  in  proportion  to  its  fu- 
perior  advantages  and  general  utility ; and  I 
hope  it  will  foon  become  univerfal,  and  the 
■ principles  on  which  it  is  founded,  extended 
to  many  other  operations  in  furgery,  befides 
thofe  two  on  the  breaft  and  teftis.  Should 
it  tend,  even  in  the  fmalleft  degree,  to  raile 
the  reputation  of,  or  be  thought  in  any  mea- 
fure  an  acquifition  to  a profeffional  art,  truly 
great  and  noble  in  refpeft  to  its  obje6ts,  viz. 
the  relief  of  our  fellow  creatures,  labouring  un- 
der the  pains  and  miferies  attending  difeafe, 
the  prefervation  of  life  and  health,  it  will  af- 
ford me  inexpreffible  happinefs.  Let  me,  how- 

. ever, 
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ever,  not  be  mifunderftood,  for  I confefs  my 
inability  to  befiow,  what  can  very  feiifibiy  in- 
creafe  the  general  fund  ; yet  I hope  the  contri- 
bution of  a mite  will  not  be  rejedfed,  when  it 
proceeds  from  a principle,  which  it  is- the  duty 
of  every  pradlitioner  to  have  in  view,  happily 
exprefled  by  a great  Poet  in  two  words  : 

V.  . Miferis  fuccurrere. 

I!  - ' V 

It?  addition  to  the  motive  already  given,  I 
muft  candidly  acknowledge,  that  ambition 
has.  had  conliderable ' influence  in  inducing 
fn’e.to  offer  this  little  treatife  to  the  public. 
It  is  not,  however,  the  ambition  of  becoming 
an  author,  but  that  of  maintaining  my  juft 
claim,  as  being  the  firft  who  either  intro- 
fduced  or  publifhed  this  method  of  operating 
•and  fubfequent  treatment  in  feirrhus  or  can- 
I'eer  of  the  breaft  or  teftis,  to  which  I was 
led  by  a cirumftance  which  may  not  be  un- 
worthy the  reader’s  attention. 


In  the  year-  j 778}  Dr.  John  Sims,  a very 
Ikilful  Phyfician,  advifed  a patient  under  his 
care,  to  have  the  operation  for  the  trichiafis', 
or  inverfion  of  the  under  eye-lafh,  performed, 
•who  confented,  and  applied  to,  me  for  that 

purpofe. 
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purpofe.  The  flaccidlty  and  Redundance 
of  the  {kin  of  the  under  eye-Ud  were  fo  greaty 
that  I was  obliged  to  cut  away  a very  largd 
portion,  in  order  fufficiently  to  retraft  the 
under  cilia,  and  efFeftually  turn  the  hairs 
outward,  fo  that  they  might  not  in  future 
irritate  the  eye.  Having  removed  a fuffi- 
cient  quantity,  near  an  inch  in  the  middle, 
or  broadeft  part,  I was  extremely  careful 
to  bring  the  oppofite  edges  evenly  and  pei-^ 
fe£Uy  into  contad,  and  to  retain  them  in  that 
fituation  by  flips  of  adtiefive  plaifter,  and^a> 
proper  bandage.  As  1 had  taken  very  great 
pains  in  applying  the  dreffings,  and  the  pa- 
tient continued  perfectly  eafy,  I did  not  at- 
tempt to  remove  them  for  three* days.  On* 
the  removal,  I was  exceedingly  pleafed  to 
find,  that  a perfect  union  of  the  edges  from' 
one  end  to  the  other  had  taken  place,  agree-- 
able  to  my  intention  and  wiflies.  . There  was- 
a fmall  ferous  difeharge,  but  nothing  like 
pus,  or  digefted  matter ; and  the  fecondary 
union  was  compleated  in  a few  days.  ; • 

The  foregoing  cafe  made  a ftrong  im- 
preffion  on  my  mind,  from  it  I inferred, 
that  the  principle  might  be  applied  in  other 

operations 
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operations  to  very  great  advantage,  and  re- 
folved  to  praaice  it  the  very  firft  oppor- 
tunity. Soon  after  I had  occafion  to  remove 
a difeafed  teftlcle,  very  much  enlarged.  I 
was  anxious  to  make  the  experiment,  and 
accordingly,  inftead  of  following  the  ufual 
method  of  filling  the  m/W  fpace^  or  cavity 
from^  whence  the  tefticle  was  taken,  with 
dry  lint,  I brought  the  edges  of  the  incifed 
wound  perfeaiy  into  contad,  and  retained 
them  in  that  fituation.  The  event  greatly 
exceeded  my  moft  favourable  exp.edations  ; 
for  though  in  this  cafe  there  was  a confider- 
able  cavity,  and  confequently  a great  quan- 
tity of  loofe  integuments,  yet  by  carefully 
bringing  all  the  parts  into  contadl,  laving 
afide  the  interpofition  of  dry  lint,  or  any  ex- 
traneous body,  a perfect  union  throughout 
the  whole  took  place ; as  in  the  foremen- 
tioned  cafe.  The  fuccefs  attending  both 
thefe  cafes,  made  me  refblve  to  carry  the 
principle  ffill  farther,  by  applying  it  in  the 
amputation  of  the  breaff.  I embraced  the 
firfl  opportunity  that  offered,  and  the  event 
proved  equally  fuccefsful.  The  patient  was 
only  two  days  confined  to  her  room^  and  the 
wound  perfectly  healed  in  ten  days.  My 

very 
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vei-y  worthy  and  ingenions  friend  Mr.  Ba^ 
bington,of  Gny’sHofpital,  did  me  the  favor 

to  affift  at  feveral  operations  performed  m 
this  way,  the  uncommon  fuccefs 
which  being  fpoken  of,  I was  requefted  by 
Mr.  Skeete,  Secretary  to  the  Phyiical  Society, 
to  give  an  account  of  it  to  the  Society,  which 
I accordingly  did,  in  a very  ihort  paper,  ie- 
veral  months  before  it  appeared  in  the  Medi- 
cal Tournal.  The  method  of  operating  being 
now  pretty  generally  known,  by  the  paper 
read  to  that  Society,  by  the  Medical  Jouina  , 
and  by  the  relation  of  the  patients  themfelves. 
a Surgeon  in  town,  whofe  name  delicacy 
forbids  me  to  mention,  had  the  modefty  to 
afi'ert,  that  it  was  neither  new 
improvement,  and  that  he  himfelf  had 
operated  in  the  fime  manner,  before  1 
had  ever  mentioned  it.  On  doubting  i» 
veracity,  which  1 could  not  help,  he  had 
the  hardinefs  to  offer  to  prove  his  af- 
fertion,  by  a reference  to  the  patient  on 
whom  he  had  performed  the  operation.  I 
■ accepted  the  propofal,  and  on  a day  ap- 
pointed, Dr.  Hamilton,  ray  colleague,  ac- 
companied us.  The  cafe  turned  out  as,  1 

expeaed,  no  way  applicable  to  the  matter  tn 
^ difpute, 
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dlfpute,  as  it  was  that  of  a patient,  out  of 
whofe  breaft  a tumor  had  been  removed ; 
fix  months  after  the  method  I have  men- 
tioned had  been  publifhed  in  the  Medi- 
cal Journal ; which  method  had  been  com- 
municated to  himfelf  long  before,  (in  con- 
verfation)  as  I had  been  operating  in  this 
way  for  fix  years,  as  will  appear  from  the 
fubfequent  cafes. 

t 

I certainly  fhould  not  have  been  guilty  of 
the  indelicacy  of  doubting  the  veracity  of  a 
gentleman  of  the  profeffion,  had  I not  been 
fully  perfuaded,  that  this  method  of  operating 
had  not  been  mentioned  by  Mr.  Pott,  Mr.  John 
Hunter,  or  Mr.  Cline,  even  in  their  ledfures, 
nor  pracfifed  at  any  of  the  hofpitals  in  town, 
nor  at  any  other  public  or  charitable  inftitu- 
tion,  previous  to  the  publication  of  it  in  the 
Medical  Journal,  of  which  I took  care  to 
fatisfy  myfelf  before  I offered  any  thing  to 
the  public  on  the  fubjedf.  The  method, 
however,  not  being  clearly  apprehended, 
either  from  its  not  being  defcrlbed  with 
heceflary  perfpicuity  and  precifion,  or 
from  an  idea  of  it  being  taken  up  from 
converfation  only,  or  from  fome  other 
’ caufe 
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caufe,  a furgeon  of  acknowledged  abilities, 
who  firft  performed  it  at  one  of  the  hofpitals, 
mifunderftood  the  matter  fo  far,  that  he 
(lightly  filled  the  fpace,  from  whence  the  tef- 
tide  was  removed,  with  dry  lint,  and  after- 
wards brought  the  edges  of  the  wound  into 
coiitad  over  the  lint,  and  retained  them  by 
dlgature.  This  indeed  rendered  it  what  the 
other  aflerted,  no  improvement,  becaufe 
inflammation  and  digeftion  took  place,  and 
greatly  protradted  the  cure. 


OBSER- 


OBSERVATIONS 

ON  1 

CANCERS* 

s 

»«fiC 

TH  E ancients  gave  the  name  Icirrhus, 
to  any  tumor  that  would  not  admit  of 
diflblution ; the  moderns,  with  greater  ac- 
curacy, term  thofe  only  fcirrhous  tumors, 
that  will  not  admit  of  fuppuration,  and  bear 
an  affinity  to  cancer ; and,  therefore,  have 
divided  cancers  into  two  kinds,  viz.  occult 
and  open ; thereby  fully  to  comprehend  all 
various  forts,  unneceffarily  fubdivided  by 
fome  writers,  and  mentioned  bv  different 
technical  appellations.  Though  I approve 
of  this  diftinflion  into  occult  and  open,  as 
fufficiently  comprelieniive,  yet  1 would  not 

B be 
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be  thought  to  aflert,  that  this  difeafe  does 
not,  at  different  periods,  aflume  very  different 
appearances.  There  are  few  difeafes  more 
fubjefl  to  variety,  both  in  refpedf  to  appear- 
ance, and  the  changes  it  undergoes  from 
time  to  time. 

It  generally  commences, by  a fimple  en- 
largement, or  induration  of  fome  glandular 
part,  at  firfl:  moveable  and  free  from  pain, 
without  any  inequality,  apparent  inflamma- 
tion, or  change  of  colour  in  the  integuments. 
Ill  fome  the  difeafe  ’ continues  in  this  mild 
flate  for  years,  without  pain,  inconvenience, 
or  any  vifible  alteration.  In  others,  its  pro*- 
grefs  is  very  rapid ; foon  after  its  firfl  ap- 
pearance it  increafes  in  fize,  becomes  uiv- 
equal  and  knotty,  attended  with  a dull  heavy 
pain,  efpecially  on  being,  handled  ; the  pain 
increafes  with  the  difeafe,  and  becomes  lan- 
cinating and  darting ; the  veins  about  the 
part  become  varicons ; the  fkin  becomes 
Wtinkled  or  puckered  up  in  fome  parts  of 
the  tumor ; in  others,  inflamed  and  fmooth  ; 
the  latter  appearances  foon  terminating  in 
what  is  called  the  open  or  ulcerated  cancer, 
attended  with  the  following,  fymptoms 


( 3 ) 

The  ulcer  is  foul,  ftlnking,  fpreadiiig, 
tyith  hard  uneven  edges,  from  whence  fun-* 
gus  fp routs  out,  of  a rafpberry  or  cauliflower 
appearance,  fubjeft  to  frequent  hemorrhage* 
The  difcharge,  for  the  moft  part,  is  a thin, 
gleety,  acrid,  foetid,  dark  coloured  ichor,  and 
the  patient  complains  of  an  inceflant,  in- 
tolerably excruciating,  burning  pain,  all  over 
the  parts  affefledl 

These  are  the  general  and  moft  charac- 
teriftic  lymptoms  of  cancer,  to  which  feveral 
others  might  be  added,  but  I ft  ar  without 
advantage,  as  they  would  render  the  defcrlp- 
tion  lefs  diftinft:. 

In  the  preceding  defcription,  I have  con- 
lidered  cancer  as  affefting  -a  glandular  part; 
only  t but  it  is  necelfary  to  obferve,  that 
every  part  of  the  body  is  ^ubje6l  to  cancer, 
which  (except  in  glandular  parts)  may  at 
.firft  appear  fomewhat  like  a fuperficial  ulcer, 

, without  any  previous  fcirrhous  tumor.  Such 
cancers,  however,  are  generally  preceded  by 
fome  crufty,  fcabby,  horny,  or  wart-like  ap- 
pearance of  the  part. 

t 

B a Tmi 


f 4 ) 

. The  obfervatlons  already  given,  with 
others  I fball  add,  require  minute  and  parti- 
ticular  attention,  as  they  ferve,  not  only  as 
the  heft  means  of  char  after  ifing  the  difeafe, 
but  likewife  afibrd  fome  foundation  for 
forming  judgment  of  what  is  proper 
to  be  done,  and  what  degree  of  fuccefs 
may  likewife  attend  the  mode  of  treatment 
V to  be  adopted,  it  being  my  intention,  on  this  ^ 

head,  to  enable  young  praftitioners  to  diftin- 
guifti  cancers  from  other  complaints,  and 
vice  verll. 

{) 

But  as  cancers  of  the  breaft  and  teftis  are, 
by  much  the  moft  frequent  and  important, 
and  as  the  operations  I lhall  defcribe  are  more 
applicable  to  theie  parts,  what  I have  here 
to  offer,  fhall  be  chiefly  direfted  to  diftin- 
guifh  other  difeafes  to  which  thefe  parts  arc 
habjeft,  from  cancer,  premifing  only  a gener 
ral  obfervation  or  two^ 

f 

Cancers  in  any  other  part  of  the  body, 
are  eafily  diftinguifhed  from  the  various 
kinds  of  encyfted  tumors ; from  that  fpecies 
called  wen;  and  even  from  fcrophulous 
glands.  Cold,  indolent,  tumified,  fcrophulous 

glands,  are  not  liable  to  be  miflaken  for  can- 
cers; 
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cers ; and  in  the  inflamed  fcrophulous  gland, 
as  well  as  in  phlegmonic  tumors,  the  fymp- 
toms  or  appearances  are  flill  more  different : 
the  fkin  is  not  uneven  as  in  cancer,  nor  the 
veins  varicous.  When  the  inflammation  runs 
high  in  thefe  complaints,  the  fymptomatic 
fever  keeps  pace  with  it,  the  pulfe  is  full 
and  hard,  as  in  other  inflammatory  com- 
plaints, and,  at  length,  matter  is  formed  in 
the  part,  perceptible  to  the  touch,  but  not 
attended  with  that  degree  of  pain  which  ac- 
companies cancer.  In  the  latter,  when  ex- 
ceffive  pain  quickens  the  pulfe,  it  is  at  the 
fame  time  low,  as  in  hedlic  fever.  But  as  I 
have  juft  mentioned,  that  my  obfervations 
here  are  principally  diredfed  to  cancers  of 
the  breaft  and  teftis,  I fhall  endeavour  to 
give  the  beft  information  I can,  concerning 
the  difference  between  cancerous  affedlions 
of  thefe  parts,  and  other  difeafes  to  which 
they  are  fubjedt. 

' \ 

Firji,  of  the  Breajl, 

Besides  the  occult  and  open  cancer,  there 
are  three  other  complaints  to  which  it  is 
fubjedt. 


First, 
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First.  A fcrophulous  induration  and  en-» 
iargement, 

\ 

I « 

Second.  The  milk  breaft,  or  milk  abfcefs. 

Third.  An  induration,,  or  fcirrhus  from 
j5Xternal  injury, 

The  firft,  or  fcrophulous  induration  and 
enlargement,  is  eahly  diftinguifhed  from  a 
cancerous  affe6lion  of  the  part,  by  its  not 
being  attended  with  pain  or  utieafinefs,  even 
when  greatly  enlarged.  If  it  tends  to  fup- 
purate,  it  has  not  that  craggy  feel  and  un- 
evennefs  of  Ikin,  peculiar  to  cancer  ready  to 
burft ; and  when  it  fuppurates,  difeharges 
good  pus,  which  cancel;  never  does.  Such 
tumors  often  yield  to  cicuta  internally,  and 

faturnine  applications. 

/ 

The  fecond,  or  milk  breaft,  induration  or 
abfcefs,  in  its  progtefs  and  termination, 
either  by  difperfion  or  fuppu ration,  is  fo  very 
like  that  of  any  other  phlegmonic  tumor, 
that  there  can  be  very  little  difficulty  in 
^iflingtiiffiing  it  from  cancer. 


I HAVE 
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1 HAVE  neither  feen  nor  known  an  inftance 
of  a milk  breaft  turning  to  a cancer,  and  can- 
not help  thinking  all  apprehenfions  of  that 
nature  very  groundlefs.  It  is  not  my  inten- 
tion to  aflert,  that- a breaft  that  has-been, 
or  is  affedled  with  a milk  abfcefs,  can  never 
become  cancerous  ; I only  intend  to  give  it 
as  my  humble  opinion,  that  a milk  abfcefs 
never  is  the  immediate  caufe  of,  nor  de- 
generates into  cancer. 

The  third  or  laft  complaint  afFe£ling  this ' 
part,  viz.  an  induration  or  fcirrhus,  from  ex- 
ternal injury,  requires  the  moft  careful  at- 
tention. We  are  not  poffefled  of  any  means 
of  knowing,  nor  can  we  aflert,  that  an  in- 
duration fo  occalioned  will  not  terminate  in 
cancer,  if  it  does  not  yield  to  the  proper 
treatment,  in  order  to  difperfe  it.  Of  fucli 
induration  or  fcirrhus,  it  can  only  be  laid,  it 
is  rather  a favorable  clrcumftance,  that  it  was 
occafioned  by  external  Injury,  and  a fort  of 
prefumption,  that  it  will  not  terminate  in 
cancer  : and  when  fuch  induration  or  fcir- 
rhus immediately  fucceeds  the  external  in- 
jury, it  is  a more  favorable  clrcumflance  than 
when  it  attacks  the  part  fome  confiderable 
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tame  after.  But  in  either  cafe,  it  may  re- 
main quiet  and  inoifenfive  for  feveral  years  y 
or  it  may  quickly  become  dangerous  and 
alarming,  attended  with  all  the  chara<^beri^l:ic 
fymptoms  of  cancer  already  mentioned ; in 
fuch  cafe,  there  can  be  little  doubt  of  its. 
being  a real  cancer,  and  that  the  external  in- 
jury was  the  exciting  caufe,  without  th© 
occurrence  of  which,  the  perfon  might 
pohibly  have  palled  through  life  without  any 
appearance  of  the  difeafe  : it  is,  therefore, 
very  neceffary  to  be  guarded  in  our  prognolis 
concerning  an  induration  or  fcirrhus  thus 
occalioned.  What  has  been  faid  concerning 
external  injury  producing  cancer  in  the 
bread:,  is  equally  applicable  to  the  tellis,  of 
which  there  are  three  difeafes  that  require  to 
be  briefly  mentioned  and  diftinguilhefl  fron:| 
cancer. 

First  the  hernia  humoralis. 

Second  the  hydrocele. 

Third  the  venereal  farcocele,  or  enlarge- 
ment and  induration  of  the  teflicle  and 
epididymis. 

The 
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The  firft,  or  'hernia  hiimoralis,  is  at- 
tended with  inflammation,  pain,  heat,  and 
mofl:  commonly  fever ; the  whole  body  of  the 
tefticle,  as  well  as  the  epididymis,  becoming 
enlarged.  By  evacuation,  reft,  proper  topical 
applications,  and  obferving  the  antlphlogiftic 
plan,  the  fymptoms  loon  fubfide,  and  the 
tefticle  gradually  recovers  its  ufual  fize  and 
fmooth  feel. 

The  fecond,  or  hydrocele,  is  a collec- 
tion of  water  in  the  tunica  vaginalis  ; the 
fluduatioir  of  which,  when  any  way  con- 
fiderable  in  quantity,  may  be  felt  very  dif- 
tindiy,  or  it  may  be  feen  by  holding  the 
tefticle  between  the  eye  and  a ftrong  light : 
this  colledion  of  water  produces  no  morbid 
change  in  the  ftrudure,  either  of  the 
teftls  or  epididymis,  and  is  not  attended  with 
pain, 

The  third,  or  venereal  farcocele,  is  al- 
ways attended  with  other  venereal  fymp-. 
toms  or  appearances  in  fome  part  or  other  of 
the  body,  fufficient  to  charaderife  and  dlftin- 
gulfh  it  from  a true  fcirrflus.  But  whoever 
wilhes  to  be  more  fully  informed  concern- 
ing difeafes  qf  the  tefticle,  may  be  highly 

gratified 
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gratified  and  inftrudled  by  the  perufal  of  Mr, 
Pott’s  excellent  Treatife  on  the  Hydrocele, 
elpecially  the  twelfth  fedlion,  to  which 
i refer  him. 


Of  the  Caujes  of  Cancer. 

This  is  a fubjedt  confelledly  not  under- 
flood,  yet  much  has  been  faid  upon  it,  the 
'greater  part  of  which  is  mere  fpeculation  or 
theory,  from  whence  no  ufeful  pradlical 
knowledge  ever  has  been  derived.  It  is  .of 
fome  importance,  however,  to  obferve,  that 
cancer  feems  generally  to  arife  from  fome 
peculiarity  of  conflitution,  not  well  under- 
flood, which  is  frequently  hereditary,  and 
which  predifpofes  to  the  difeafe,  but  feldom 
produces  it  without  the  adventitious  occur- 
rence of  fome  exciting  caufe. 

Of  the  Parts  of  the  Body  and  the  Periods 
of  Life  mof  fuhjedi  to  Cancer. 

Observation  and  experience  fufficiently 
inform  us,  that  fome  parts  of  the  body  are 


more 
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more  fubje£t  to  this  difeafe  than  others/  The 
parts  that  diftinguifh  the  fexes,  and  all  other 
glandular  parts,  both  external  and  internal 
in  both  fexes,  are  more  fubjedl  to  it  than  any 
other  part. 

* ♦ 

Women  are- mo  re  fubje£t  to  it  than  men; 
whether  on  account  of  their  conftitutions  be- 
ing weaker,  or  becaufe  the  parts  diftinguilh-- 
ing  them  from  our  fex,'  viz.  the  breafts,  &c. 
are  more  extenfive,  or  on  account  of  the 
changes  that  their  conftitution  undergoes^  I 
cannot  take  upon  me  to  give  an  opinion.  The 
nofe,  eye- brows,  chin,  and  other  parts  of 
the  face,  as  well  as  the  lips,  are  more  fub- 
jedt  to  it  than  other  parts  of  the  body.  The 
vifcera  in  general  are  fubjedl  to  it,  even  the 
ftomach,  and  inteftines,  of  which  I have  in- 
ilances  in  my  pofleffion ; particularly  that  of 
the  ftomach,  of  which  Dr.  Sims  gives  an 
account,  in  the  firft  vol.  of  the  Medical 
Communications.  In  that  colledfion  I have 
given  a cafe  of  an  oflified  kidney,  which  fugr 
gefts  a queftion  ; May  we  attempt  the  re- 
moval of  a difeafed  kidney,  afFcdled  with 
fcirrhus,  or  any  other  difeafe  that  muft  in 
time  prove  mortal  > 


From 
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From  thirty  to  forty  years  of  age,  and 
upwards,  is  called  the  cancerous  period. 
But  there  are  inftances  of  the  complaint  oc- 
curring at  a much  earlier  period.  I never 
faw  a more  perfect  cancer,  than  in  the  lip  of 
a young  Lady  of  (ixteen;  of  which  two  Sur- 
geons of  the  firft  eminence,  were  fully  con- 
vinced. I faw  another  cafe  of  a young  Lady 
hot  twenty,  who  died  hectic,  from  a fcirrhus 
of  the  cervex  uteri,  (difcovered  on  opening  the 
body)  which,  before  her  death,  had  been  ac- 
tompanied  with  the  fymptoms  of  a ftone  in 
the  bladder  ; on  the  fuppofition  of  which, 
fhe  had  been  twice  examined  with  the  found. 

Whether  is  cancer  a difeafe  of  the  fyf- 
tem,  or  a topical  complaint  only  ? 

This  is  a queftlon  of  the  greateft  impor- 
tance ; the  principal,  perhaps  the  only  quef- 
I tion,  necefi'ary  to  be  moft  attentively  and 
minutely  conlidered  and  difcuffed,  and,  if 
poffible,  decided ; in  order  to  place  the 
pradlice  on  a more  clear  and  certain  foun- 
dation. But  this  grand  defideratum  is  not 
likely  foon  to  be  obtained.  There  are  au- 
thors of  eminence  on  both  fides,  and  their 
opinions  flat  contradiaions  to  each  other ; 
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ib  that  from  what  has  been  faid  on  this  itti- 


portant  queftion,  we  are  almojl  as  much  i« 
the  dark  concemlng  it,  as  we  are  concern- 
ing the  nature  and  caufe  of  cancer.  ^ 


The  medical  part  of  the  profeffion  have 
been  too  much  difpofed  to  confider  it  a dif* 
eafe  of  the  fyftem  ; while  chirugical  authors 
have  been  equally  inclined  to  confider  it  as  a 
local  complaint  only.  The  late  Dr.  Monro 
was  of  the  former  opinion  ; and  has  given  a 
dreadful  and  difcouraging  account,  of  near 
fixty  cancers,  at  the  extirpation  of  which 
he  was  prefent ; and  thence  argues  againft 
the  extirpation  of  any,  except  thofe  of 
the  occult  kind,  in  young  people,  in  other 
refpe£ls  healthy.  Only  four  of  thefe  remain- 
ed free  from  the  difeafe,  at  the  end  of  two 
years  ; but  more  properly  fpeaking  none ; for 
three  had  occult  cancers  in  the  bread:,  and 
the  fourth  an  ulcerated  cancer  on  the  lip.  I fan- 
cy from  the  annals  of  Phyfic  and  Surgery, 
we  could  not  felecl  another  account,  equally 
dreadful  and  difcouraging.  One  would  think 
they  were  the  mod:  defperate  cafes  that  could 
be  fele<d:ed  from  all  parts  of  Qreat  Britain. 
It  would  be  unnecefiTary  to.  mention  others  of 

a fimilar 
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a fimtlar  opinion.  Happily  for  thofe  fubje^l: 
to  this  difeafe,  later  pradlice  and  experience 
gives  them  much  better  hopes  ; and  on.  the 
other  hand,  men  of  the  greateft  eminence, 
both  in  phyhological  and  chirurglcal  know- 
ledge, as  well  as  in  pra£tice  and  experience, 
have  fupported  the  contrary  opinion. 

Indeed,  the  account  Dr.  Monro  gives  of 
his  method  of  treating  cancerous -complaints, 
/hews  clearly  that  he  could  not  be  fuccefs- 
ful  ; for  by  keeping  the  wound  made  by  the 
extirpation  of  the  difeafe  from  healing  up, 
and  by  giving  mercury,  he  took  the  mioft 
efficacious  fieps  to  excite  and  reproduce  the 
complaint,  while  his  defign  was  to  prevent  it. 

The  Ingenious  Surgeon,  Mr.  John  Hun- 
ter, thinks  a cancer  in  the  breafi;  or  tefiicle, 
as  local  as  a chancre  on  the  glans  penis, 
or  the  inflamation  and  ulceration  of  the  arni, 
from  inoculation  ; and  in  the  fame  manner 
as  in  the  fmall  pox,  or  venereal  difeafe,  the 
cancerous  virus  rnay  be  abforbed,  and  affe£t 
the  parts  as  it  pafles  along;’  hence  cancerous 
buboes  and  affedions  of  the  abforbent  fyf- 
|ten),  from  cancerous  as  well  as  from  vene- 
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real  virus.  But  in  the  iiiflammation 'from 
inoculation,  and  in  venereal  chancres,  if 
the  parts  afte<fted  be  removed  before  ab- 
forption  has  taken  place,  a cure  is  effedt- 
ed.  But  in  cancer,  even  when  abforption 
has  taken  place,  (which  may  be  known  by 
the  flate  of  the  lymphatics  leading  to  the 
conflitution)  the  fpeedy  or  timely,  and  per- 
fedl  removal  of  all  the  difea'fed  parts,  gives 
the  patient  a fair  chance  of  being  cured. 

But  as  it  is  not  my  delign  (efpeclally 
at  prefent)  in  this  fhort  pradlical  treatife,  to 
enter  deeply  into  the  difcuffion  of  a fubjed, 
on  which  authors  of  the  greatefl;  abilities 
differ  fo  widely  in  opinion  ; I (hall  therefore, 
add  but  very  little  on  this  head. 

Let  us,  for  a moment,  fuppofe  cancer  to 
be  a difeafe  of  the  fyftem,  and  the  cancerous 
virus  capable  of  being  abforbed.  When  a 
cancer  has  been  for  fome  confiderable  time 
in  an  open  ulcerated  flate,  we  fhould  natu- 
rally think,  that  from  the  abforption  con- 
ftantly  carried  on,  the  whole  fyftem  inuft 
foon  become  perfedly  impregnated  with  can- 
cerous virus ; which  muft  (as  in  the  lues 

• venerea) 
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venerea)  fooTi  attack,  or  make  its  appearance 
in  every  part  of  the  body.  But  we  do  not 
find  this  to  be  the  cafe,  for  there  are  many 
inftances,  fufficiently  authenticated,  of  open 
ulcerated  cancers,  of  fome  duration,  being 
extirpated  after  the  axillary  glands  became 
affeaed ; and  yet  the  patients  had  no  return 
of  the  difeafe.  It  is  probable,  that  nothing 
has  a more  powerful  tendency  to  render 
this  difeafe  conflitutional,  than  neghaing  to 
have  the  part  removed  as  early  as  poffible. 


Of  the  'Treatment  and  Cure  of  Cancer. 

Innumerable  experiments  and  attempts 
have  been  made  by  the  mod  eminent  and 
ingenious  Phyficians,  in  order  to  difeover 
an  elfeaual  remedy  againft  cancer,  wbofe 
motives  were  undoubtedly  very  commend- 
able. But  while,  on  the  one  hand,  I feel  the 
higheft  refpea  for  men  of  great  learning, 
genius,  and  profeffional  abilities ; on  the 
other,  I cannot  help  regretting  that  their  la- 
bours have  turned  out  fo  unfuccefsful.  I am 
indeed  pretty  well  convinced,  that  all  the 

attempts  made  to  cure  this  complaint  by  in- 
ternal 
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ternaJ  medidnes,  have  done  More  harm 
an  good  and  Aould  therefore  think  my. 

erna  medicmes,  where  extirpation  or  re- 
thul  ■ ^ ^ prafticable ; 

on  which  we  can  place  any  dependance. 

Ik  fpeaknig,  therefore,  of  the  treatment 
fedion^  f "’“y  ^'‘'■de  all  af- 

Icindrvi^  ‘-9 

'.  as  from  their  nature  ft,,, 

pation  or  removal. 

of  mi?pafio!''by'^;°;/""''  f 

«ig;.  1..  ,ho.gh’  " 

'“K-i......  b«,^^^7z,x: 


( i8  ) 

in  fuch  cafes  we  cannot  entertain  hopes  of  a, 
cure  yet  I (hall  venture  to  offer  feme  re- 
marks, which  I hope  will  not  be  thong  t 
unworthy  attention,  if  ‘hey  -fwer  the  pur 

pofe  of  giving  timely  wanung  of  tot  djn 

L-  to  thofe.  In  whom  the  difeafe^  is  o y 
in  Its  infancy  or  early  period,  or  have  a y 

weight  in  perfoadhig  them  to  take 

ceffary  fteps  m proper  tune,  ; P 
the  woi-ft  confeqnences.  For  to  ^h  perlons 

tte  obfervatlon  of  the  Foet  fhould  be.  a , 

leflbii : 

Felix  quern  fuciunt  aliena  pericula  cauium. 

To  return  from  this  digreffion, 

p.,t  bring  Murirf  „„,i- 

fome  vital  part,  or  aaneiiu^ 

derable  artery- 

Or  If  part  externally  affeaed  would  ad- 

mh  of  extirpation,  yet  there  may  be  Qtlaer  cn- 

cumftances  that  would  render  it 

aent  ill  a Surgeon  to  recoinmei  P 

tion  Of  fuch  cafes  we  have  but  too  ma  y 

• ftances  when  the  dlfeafe  has  been  of  long 
inltances,  wi  routmuance. 


( h ) 

iontmuaiice,  latterly  attended  with  p^ins  in 
the  bowels,  and  the  patient’s  countenanch' 
is  become  wan,  fallow^  and  cadaverous. 
Here  we  are  led  to  fufpea  a tainted  ha- 
bit,  with  cancerous  afFedions  of  the  vif- 
cera,  beyond  the  reach  of  furgery ; confe. 

.ta  ,i„  V;„  “.“j 

™"'>  »"  -..Sv.,  ,»  B«d  p'„. 

pofe.  Such  cafes  admit  of  little  aid,  either 
rom  t e Phyhcian  or  Surgeon;  as  all  we 
can  a.m  at  ,s  to  mitigate,  as  far  as  in  our 
power,  the  fufferings  of  a patient,  whofe 
approaching  fate  we  are  unable  to  prevent. 

I am  inclined  to  think,  many  cafes  of  the 

Slfwl  tefultfrom  mifmanage- 

> en  the  Surgeon  has  not  fufficientJv 

LfS'-  "“V" 

rant  nr.r  ^ igno- 

icdT^h  TheVor'’/"''  ^ 

r i,  a cure,  till  the 

ftit^Jn  asltef  t “““ 

--eL::r;alTth•k^hX:^ 
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tirpation  of  the  part  at  an  early  period,  the 
patient  might  probably  never  after  experience 
a return  of  the  complaint ; or,  at  lead, 
would  have  had  a fair  chance  from  the 
operation. 

I WOULD  further  remark,  that  people  in 
genera],  are  not  fufficlently  aware  of  the 
danger,  to  which  they  are  liable,  from 
feirrhus  or  occult  cancer ; for  it  fometimes 
happens,  that  both  furgeon  and  patient  think 
it  foon  enough  to  remove  the  difeafed  part* 
when  forced  to  it,  by  exceffive  pain,  and 
encreafe  of  fize.  I cannot  fnfficieiitly  warn 
both,  of  the  danger  attending  this  method  of 
proceeding;  becaufe  in  mod  cancers  (thofe 
of  the  bread  efpecially)  internal  ulceration 
takes  place,  long  before  the  lldn  diews  any 
tendency  to  ulceration  ; fo  that  every  hope 
and  opportunity  of  cure  may  be  lod,  and 
the  patient  dedroyed  by  the  deep  and 
latent  progrefs  of  the  difeafe,  without  ex- 
ternal ulceration  ever  taking  place.  This 
circumdance,  therefore,  of  internal  ulcer- 
ation taking  place  fo  foon,  not  having  been 
fufficlently  attended  to  by  any  author  I 
have  read  on  the  fubjefl,  I have  thought 

pror 
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proper  to  mention,  as  highly  deferving  no- 
tice, and  {hewing  the  propriety  and  advantage 
of  operating  at  an  early  period  of  the  complaint. 
It  is  unfortunately  the  cafe,  that  patients  can 
feldom  be  convinced,  that  there  is  any  necef- 
hty  for  an  operation,  while  the  difeafe  con- 
tinues in  a mild  {fate;  whereas,  that  is 
beyond  all  doubt,  the  moft  favorable  period 
for  extirpating  it : they  too  generally  think, 
a fcirrhus  of  the  breall  or  telfis,  may  remain 
ca{y  through  life : but  notwithffanding  there 
are  inftances  to  prove  this  within  the 
limits  of  poflibility,  the  hope  that  this 
may  be  the  cafe,  has  proved  fatal  to 
many.  There  are  very  few  indeed,  who 
pafs  through  life,  with  a fcirrhous  brealf,  or 
telficle,  without  fuffering  any  conhderablc 
pain,  or  inconvenience ; but  there  have  been 
great  numbers  in]  whom  this  difeafe,  after 
continuing  mild  for  years,  has  changed  {b 
rapidly,  and  put  oh  fuch  alarming  appear- 
ances, that  little  hope  could  then  be  enter- 
tained, even  from  the  operation;  fo  that 
they  became  viftims  to  their  own'  inconfider- 
atenefs,  and  want  of  timely  refolutiou. 

C 3 
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V 

In  fcirrhus  of  the  tefHcle  efpecially,  when 
it  has  continued  fo  long,  that  the  fpermatic 
chord  is  become  indurated,  knotty,  painful, 
and  uneven  as  far  up  as  can  be  felt ; how- 
ever urgent  the  patient  may  then  be,  for 
the  removal  of  the  tefHcle,  no  hope  can  be 
entertained  from  the  operation. 

Having  given  the  few  pra(SHcal  remarks 
that  occurred  to  me,  under  the  head  of  Can-; 
cers,  which  do  not  admit  of  extirpation, 
I am  now  come  to  mention  fuch,  as  from 
their  nature,  fituation,  and  fymptoms,  do 
admit  of  extirpation. 

It  has  already  been  mentioned,  that  in 
this  treatife,  cancerous  afFe<51;ions  of  the 
breaft  and  teftis  are  the  chief  obje£l:s  in 
view ; yet  I may  venture  to  fay,  that  in 
every  topical  circumfcribed  fcirrhus  or  can- 
' cer,  where  the  part  is  fo  fituated  that  it  may 
be  extirpated  or  removed,  without  neceffarlly 
endangering  the  life  of  the  patient ; the 
fooner  fuch  part  is  removed,  when  the  dif- 
cafe  is  charafterlfed,  the  better  chance  will 
the  patient  have  of  a perfect  cure.  All  cancers 

there- 
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therefore,  whether  of  the  breaft  or  teftis,  or 
in  whatever  part  of  the  body,  fo  fituated  and 
circumftanced,  may  be  reckoned  of  that 
kind,  which  admits  of  extirpation.  But 
however  favourably  fituated,  and  circum- 
ftanced,  the  part  alfeded  may  be,  it 
muft  be  obferved,  that  the  removal  of  It 
does  not  afford  any  abfolute  certainty, 
that  the  difeafe  will  never  after  appear, 
either  in  that  or  any  other  part  of  the 
body;  all  we  can  venture  to  fay  is,  that 
(caeteris  paribus)  the  earlier  the  opera- 
tion is  performed,  the  greater  probability 
there  will  be,  of  the  difeafe  not  returning ; 
But  this  confideration  ought  to  have 
no  weight,  in  difluading  any  perfon  from 
fubmitting  to  an  operation,  which  appears 
(all  circumftances  confidered)  neceflary  and 
proper,  and  which  mofl  frequently  proves  ef- 
fectual ; on  the  contrary  it  ought  to  operate 
very  powerfully  in  perfuading  the  patient  to 
have  the  part  extirpated  at  an  early  period ; 
when  the  pain  muft  be  lefs,  and  profpedt 
of  fuccefs  greater.  Befides,  no  one  can 
be  fecure  againft  the  mofl  dreadful  ter- 
tertninatioii  of  a complaint  of  this  nature, 

C 4 who 
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who  nurfes  a truly  charaaerifed  fcirrhus, 
in  the  hope  that  it  may  remain  indolent 
and  inofFenhve  for  a great  many  years, 
and,  perhaps,  never  produce  any  bad 
efFeas.  It  is  neceflary  to  inform  fuch 
that  the  part  affeaed  fhould  be  extirpated, 
as  foon  as  the  difeafe  is  clearly  afcertained  ; 
for  though  a fimple  fcirrhus  may  remain  in- 
dolent for  many  years  ; yet  it  may  fuddenly 
change  its  appearance,  and  ritpidly  prove  de- 
ftruaive,  if  not  minutely  attended  to  by  a 
judicious  praaitioner. 

t 

Notwithstanding  wl>at  I have  faid  of 
the  early  extirpation  of  the  difeafed  part,  I 
would  not  be  underftobd  to  infer,  that 
where  this  has  been  negleaed,  till  the 
difeafe  is  in  a more  advanced  flate,  the 
operation  mufl:  always  be  improper : on  the 
contrary,  I have  reafon  to  think,  that  in 
cancers  both  of  the  breafl  and  teflis,  the 
operation  has  often  been  given  up  as 
trnadvifeable,  when  it  might  have  been 
perforrried,  with  a probability  of  fyccefs. 
Whether  this  was  the  refult  of  reading  and 
speculative  opinion  without  praaice,  or  pro- 

mannejf 
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teeded  from  the  bad  fuccefs  attending  the 
manner  of  operating  heretofore  pradifed, 
I fhall  not  attempt  to  determine ; but  only 
mention  fome  fymptoms,  which,  experience 
informs  me,  fhould  not  prohibit  the  opera- 
tion, as  they  too  often  have  done. 

I ^ 

Of  this  kind  are  enlargement  of  the  part, 
attended  with  frequent,  or  conftant,  and  in- 
creafing  pain ; difeafed  glands  in  the  axilla, 
fmall  indurated  glands  round  the  breafl, 
difeafed  and  ulcerated  fkin,  adhefions  to  the 
pedloral  mufclc,  and  alfo  to  the  ribs.  Thefe 
we  muft  allow,  are  unfavourable  fymptoms, 
denoting  a great  progrefs  of  the  difeafe. 
But  from  the  following  cafes  it  will  appear, 
that  they  ought  by  no  means  to  prohibit  the 
operation  ; efpecialJy  when  we  confider  the 
deplorablefituation  of  a patient,  (which  baffles 
all  defcription)  when  left  a vi6fim  to  the  fury 
of  this  difeafe.  And,  if  at  fuch  an  advanced 
ftate,  the  operation  is  often  attended  with  fuc- 
cefs, we  certainly  have  reafon  to  entertain  far 
greater  hopes  from  it,  at  an  earlier  period, 
ndced,  I cannot  help  thinking  It  a matter 
Icarcely  admitting  a doubt,  that  many  who 

have 
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tiave  died  of  this  excruciating,  loathfome 
difeafe,  might  have  been  preferved  to  the 
community,  as  well  as  to  thofe  relations  and 
connections,  to  whom  their  lives  were  valu- 
able, the  greater  number  of  them  never 
experiencing  a return  of  the  complaint,  had 
they  fubmitted  to  the  operation,  in  time. 

Upon  the  whole,  therefore,  I cannot  too 
Itrongly  urge  the  neceffity  and  advantage 
of  having  recourfe  to  the  operation  at 
an  early  period,  as  the  only  remedy  ; to 
deferibe  which,  it  would  be  proper  now  to 
proceed;  but  as  the  fuperior  advantages  of 
that  particular  operation,  which  I am  about  to 
lecommend,  depend,  in  a great  meafure, 

on  Union  by  the-'Firft  Intention,  it  may 
not  beUmproper  to  premife  a few  obferva- 
tions  on  that  fubjeCt.  , , , 
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Ohfervations  on  the  different  Proceffes  of 
Nature  in  healing  Wounds^  more 
ejpecially  on  what  is  called  Union  by 
the  Firjl  Intention. 

The  benevolent  Author  of  Nature,  for 
great  and  good  purpofes,  has  implanted  a law 
in  the  animal  oeconomy,  very  prevalent  in 
the  living  human  body  particularly,  where- 
by parts  perfectly  feparated,  or  divided  by 
wounds,  are  ftrongly  difpofed  to  unite ; 
efpeclally  if  brought  into  contadl  immedi- 
ately, and  retained  in  that  htuation» 

. I 

In  frefh  incifed  wounds,  this  difpofitlort 
to  unite  is  fo  great,  that  by  bringing  the 
parts  evenly  and  clofely  together,  and  retail- 
ing them  fo,  they  will  be  {lightly  glued  to- 
gether in  the  {pace  of  an  hour  or  two,  and 
if  not  didurbed  and  feparated  by  force,  con- 
ftitutional  difeafe,  or  iome  other  caujfe,  will 
perfectly  unite  and  heal,  without  inflamma- 
tion or  fuppuration  taking  place.  This  may 
be  called  the  firfl:  natural  procefs,  or  what 
Surgeons  denominate  “ Union  by  the  Firfl: 
Intention,’* 


But 
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But  in  this  falutary  defign,  nature  is  too 
often  fruftrated ; for  it  often  happens  in 
large  wounds,  attended  with  great  effufon  of 
blood,  that  the  proper  treatment  of  flopping 
the  hemorrhage,  by  taking  up  the  veffels 
that  require  it, 'and  then  bringing  the  parts 
clofely  into  contaft,  and  retaining  them  by 
ligature,  if  necefTary,  has  not  in  time  been 
adopted,  and  thereby  the  opportunity  and. 
advantage  of  Union  by 'the  Firft  Intention 
has  been  loft ; yet  nature  does  not  flop  here 
in  her  efforts  to  unite  the  parts ; for  when  the 
. oftufton  of  blood  has  ceafed,  and  the  mouths 
of  the  veffels  from  whence  it  flowed  are  re- 
traded or  collapfe,  even  though  inflamma- 
tion may  have  taken  place,  in  lome  degree, 
if  the  parts  be  then  brought  into  contad  and 
detained,  they  will  unite  without  fuppura- 
tion  taking  place ; but  neither  fo  foon  nor 
with  fo  much  eafe  as  if  they  had  been  pro- 
perly treated  in  time. 

.This  may  be  called  the  Second  Procefs  of 
Nature,  or  the  Secondary  Union,  by  inflam- 
matory exudation,  or  adheftve  inflammation, 
mentioned  by  the  late  great  anatomift  Dr. 
Hunter,  by  his  brother  Mr.  John  Hunter, 

■ ’by  O’Halloran,  Allanfon,  &c. 

But 
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But  in  cafe  this  fecond  opportunity  is 
loft,  or  abufed  by  the  interpofition  of  any 
extraneous  body,  which  can  only  ferve  to 
keep  the  parts  afunder,  yet  nature  ftill  pro- 
ceeds to  accomplifti  the  great  and  falutary 
purpofe  intended  from  the  beginning,  of 
pniting  and  healing  the  parts,  hut  by  the  dif- 
ferent means  of  fuppuration,  granulation,  &c. 

This  may  be  called  the  third  and  laft 
procefs  of  nature.  Of  each  of  thefe  uaturaV 
procefles,  we  have  as  infallible  demonftra- 
tion,  as  any  mathematical  theorem  can  ad- 
mit of. 

Of  the  firft  procefs,  we  have  daily  proofs 
in  the  immediate  union  of  incifed  wounds,  to 
which  the  ingenious  pyfiologift,  Mr.  Hunter, 
has  added  others,  by  very  ftriking  experi- 
ments : He  cut  a cock’s  comb,  and  in  it 

placed  a frelli  extraded  tooth,  which  united 
and  grew  in  the  comb,  fo  that  by  inje(fting 
the  comb,  he  injected  the  veflels  of  the 
tooth.  He  alfo  cut  off  a cock’s  fpur,  and 
Immediately  applying  it  to  the  frelh  wound, 
made  by  cutting  off  the  comb.  It  adhered 
and  grew  there.  Such  are  the  indubitable 
proofs  of  the  firft  procefs. 


The 
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» 

The  proofs  of  the  fecond  procefs  are 
equally  undeniable.  The  very  ingenious 
. phyfiologift  juft  mentioned,  has  favoured  us 
with  a curious  experiment,  which  may  be 
referred  to  this  head.  He  cut  out  the  tef- 
ticle  of  a living  cock,  and  opening  the  belly 
of  a living  fowl,  he  immediately  introduced 
it  through  the  incihon,  which  healed  up, 
and  the  tefticle  adhered  and  grew  to  the  in- 
teftines  of  the  fowl.  There  are  many  other 
proofs  of  this  procefs,  as  the  adhehon  of  the 
lungs  to  the  pleura,  which  are  often  confider- 
able,  without  any  fenfible  inconvenience ; 
the  union  of  the  flap  in  amputations ; the 
union  of  the  chin  to  the  breaft  ; the  adhe- 
fion  of  the  vifcera  to  the  peritoneum  : of  this 
a remarkable  inftance  lately  happened  in  a 
perfon  that  was  fhot  through  the  belly,  at 
the  time  of  the  riots  in  the  year  1780,  who 
died  a few  months  ago.  In  confequence  of 
the  \vound,  inflammation  took  place,  and 
produced  general  adhefions  of  the  vifcera  to 
the  peritoneum  throughout  the  cavity  of  the 
abdomen  : yet  the  perfon  was  not  fubjed  to 
zAy  particular  pain  or  fenfation  in  confe- 
quence of  this  union. 


' AnotHei^ 
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Another  remarkable  inftance  came  un- 
der my  care  lately  at  the  Surry  Dlfpenfary.  » 

A POOR  dad,  about  ten  years  old,  had  been 
affliaed  by  an  adhehoji^,  formed  five  .years  t 
before,  when  he  had  the  fmall-po;x;  the^ad-- 
hefion  was  at  the  right  angle  of  the  mouth, 
which  wa^’  by  it,^  I and, 

together  with  the  chee^^’ .^dhered  Ifrongly 
to  the  upper  and  undey  ja’vsf : his  upper,  jaw 
projefted.a  little  over  the. under,  and  though 
he  could  move  the  latter  a little  from  fide  to 
fide,  backward  and  for\yard ; he  could  not 
in  the  leaf!:  . open  his  mouth,  fo  that  during 
the  time  mentioned  he  may  with  ftria  .pro- 
priety be  faid  to  have  lived  by  fuaion.  » He 
was  very  much  affliaed.  on  calling  the  mo- 
lares  which -he  was  forced  to  fwallow.  On 
difleaing  through  the  adhefion,  and  feparat- 
ing  the  angle  of  the  mouth  and  the  cheek 
from  both  jaws  where  the  adhefion s were , 
formed  ; he  was  able  to  open  his  mouth  (but 
a little  more  than  before,  the  operation  ; this 
I attributed  to  the -rigidity  of  the  temporal, 
mafleter,  and  other  mufcles,.  from  fo.long  a 
flate  of  contraaion  : and  accordingly  the, 

complaint  yielded  to  warm,  relaxing  anodyne  ' 

fomenta- 
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fomentations,  &c.  My  friend  Mr.  Gillefpey 
affifted  in  performing  this  operation. 

» ' 

These  are  proofs  of  the  fecond  Natural 
Procefs  to  which  many  others  might  be  ad- 
ded if  neceflary. 

In  proof  of  the  third  Natural  Procefs,  or 
union  by  fuppuration,  granulation,  &c.  it 
would  be  as  abfurd  to  offer  any  arguments, 
as  to  attempt  by  a tedious  differtation  to  prove 
an  axiom  or  felf  evident  truth,  or  that  what 
does  exift  does  exift.  It  is  to  be  regretted 
that  there  are  too  many  inftances  of  this  pro- 
cefs in  the  practice  ©f  Surgery,  which  might 
have  been  prevented  to  the  great  advantage 
of  the  patient,  had  nature  been  in  the  leaft 
aflifled  either  in  the  .firfl:  or  fecond  procefs. 

Such  I humbly  conceive  to  be  the  law*, 
and  fuch  the  fleps  which  nature  takes  in  the 
healing  art.  Of  thefe  I have  been  an  atten- 
tive obferver,  I have  ftudied  and  admired 
them  ; ^nd  have  endeavoured,  as  far  as  a very 
moderate  capacity,  and  the  opportunities  I 
have  had,  would  permit  me,  to  derive  from 
thence  fome  ufefiil  practical  knowledge.  Had 

merv 
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men  of  fuperior  abilities  in  the  profellion, 
been  more  attentive  to  the  order  and  pro- 
grefs  of  thefe  procelles,  and  others  oblerved 
by  the  vis  medicatrix  nature,  inftead  of  fa- 
bricating fine  fpun  fpeculative  theories,  the 
healing  art  mufl,  before  this  time,  have 
been  advanced  to  a much  greater  degree  of 
improvement.  We  Ihould  not  have  feen  pa- 
tients fb  long  tortured,  by  pouring  ftimulat- 
ing  pernicious  balfams  into  wounds,  or  by 
the  interpofition  of  extraneous  bodies  ; all 
which  applications  tend  greatly  to  mul- 
tiply the  fufferings  of  the  patient,  and  pro- 
tracl  the  cure  for  many  weeks ; which  might 
have  been  compleated  by  the  firfi:  inten- 
tion or  Natural  Procefs  in  a few  days.  I 
fancy  I may  fafely  fay,  the  attempts  to  favour 
either  the  firft  or  fecond  procefs,  in  the  chi- 
rurgical  art,  would  have  been  a hundred  to 
one  more  numerous,  even  within  the  laft 
ten  years.  As  all  the  fuperior  advantages 
attending,  and  refulting  from  the  follow- 
ing method  of  operating,  are  derived  from 
the  firft  Natural  Procefs,  or  Union  by 
the  Firft  Intention  ; it  may  be  expe6ted,  I 
ftiould  fay  fomething  on  the  nature  of  this 

D Union, 
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Uiilou,  and  the  manner  in  which  it  takes 
place. 

• / ^ 
The  manner  in  which  this  Union  takes 
place,  feems  to  be  as  follows.  In  a frelh 
incifed  wound,  there  is  an  effufioii  of  blood 
from  the  veflels  divided.  If  thefe  veflels 
are  fo  inconfiderable,  that  the  contraade 
power  of  their  fibres  is  fufficient,  very  foon 
to  put  a Hop  to  the  effufioii  of  blood,  by  re- 
traaing  and  clofing  their  mouths  ; it  would 
be  very  unneceffary  to  inflia  pam  by  the  ufe 
of  the  needle  and  ligature.  However,  the 
anatomical  knowledge  of  the  part,  wier  . 
wound  happens,  and  of  the  veflel  or  veflels 
divided,  may  always  prove  fufficient  to  i- 
rea  a judicious  praaitioner':  but  for  the 
• benefit  of  thofe  who  have  had  very  little  ex- 
perience ; I hope  I flaall  be  excufed  in  ob- 
fervhw,  that  the  ufe  of  Styptics  flwuld  b. 
exploded,  as  they  produce  inflammation,  lup- 
puratlon,  and  a floughlug  of  the  edges  o the 
wound.  We  fliould  likewife  be  careful  not 
to  truft  to  comprefs,  when  an  artery  any 
way  confiderable  happens  to  be  divided  ; for 
by  fuch  praaice  I have  often  feen,  at  the 

diftance  of  fevetal  days,  an  hemorrhage  o 

great 
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great,  as  to  make  it  unavoidably  neceffary 
for  the  Surgeon,  not  only  to  open  the  wound, 
but  to  make  a frefli  incihon,  in  order  to  get 
at,  and  take  up  the  vefleJ,  that  might  and 
ought  to  have  been  fecured  by  ligature  at 
firft;  by  negledling  which,  the  patient  is 
put  to  unneceflary  pain,  and  the  opportunity 
of  uniting  the  parts  by  the  FiriT:  Intention 
totally  loft.  But  to  return  from  this  digref- 
lion,  the  hemorrhage  ceafing,  by  the  veftel 
or  veflels  being  taken  up,  if  neceflary,  other- 
wife  allowed  to  retraa,  there  will  be  fome 
coagulated  blood  in  the  wound,  when  brought 
together,  which  will  of  courfc  feparate ; 
the  ferous  part  will  ooze  out  of  the  wound, 
the  red  particles  will  be  abforbed,  and  the 
coagulable  lymph  will  become  a kind  of  glu- 
ten or  bond  of  Union' between  the  parts* 
This  gluten  or  uniting  medium  is  at  firft: 
inorganic;  but  at  length  becomes  both  vafcular 
and  nervous.  But  that  change  requires  time, 
while  nature  endeavours  to  defend  the  adhe- 
fion  formed,  by  uniting  the  Ikin  or  lips  of 
the  wound  by  cicatrix  : fueh  I imagine  to  be 
the  hmple,  and  at  the  lame  time  grand,  won- 
derful, and  efficacious  progrefs  of  Nature,  in 
forming  a union  of  parts,  by  the  Firft  In- 
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tention,  by  retracing  and  clofing  the  vcflels, 
abforbiiig  .or  difcharging  the  redundant  or 
unneceflary  fluids,  gl-ueing  the  parts  together 
by  an  uniting  medium  ; and  laftly  by  cica- 
trizing, and  even  organizhig  this  uniting 
medium.  If  I have  erred  in  an  humble  at- 
tempt to  explain  this  progrefs,  it  will  gwe 
very  little  concern.  That  f>tch  yocefc. 
or  Union  takes  place,  is  an  indubita  « > 

and  it  is  of  the  faa  itfelf,  and  not  of  the 
manner  in  which  it  is  brought  about;  t^t 
J wifti  to  avail  myfelf  in  praaice.  Neit  et 
do  I venture  to  affe.t,  that  th>_s  union  wi U 
univerfally,  or  without  exception,  ucceet. 
For  oreat  inflammations,  by  whatever  mean 
induced,  or  other  conftitutional  caufes,  may 
diflblve  the  gluten  when  adhefion  as  taven 

place. 

But,  I believe,  I may  venture  to  fay,  that 
in  almoft  all  the  inftances  where  it  does  n 

fucceed,  the  fault  may  juftly  be  attributed  to 

Sea,  or  mifmanagement.  From  my  otwi 

praaice  I can  affert,  that  in  all  the  opeia 

Ls  l have  performed,  either  on  the  breaft 

or  tefticle,  it  never  once  failed. 
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Of  the  Operation  of  Cafratlon. 

The  method  of  performing  this  opera- 
tion has  been  defcribed  by  different  authors 
fomewhat  differently : but  thofe  defcribed 
by  Mr.  Pott  and  Mr.  Warner,  are  more  ge- 
nerally approved  of  and  pra6Hfed  than  any 
others.  In  the  laff  edition  of  Mr,  Pott’s 
Works,  Vol.  II.  page  485,  he  gives  the 
following  diredion. 

“ The  void  fpace  In  which  the  tefficle 
was,  is  to  be  very  flightly  filled  with  dry 
lint,  which  lint  fhould  be  fuffered  to  remain 
u»t//  it  he  perfedily  loofened  by  the  fuppuration 
from  every  part  of  the  fore if  it  be  removed 
fooner,  it  muff  be  done  by  force ; in  which  ' 
cafe  It  will  give  unneceffary  pain,  and  leave 
a crude  undigeffed  fore.  If  it  be  not  re- 
moved  until  quim  loofe,  it  will  give  no  pain, 
and  the  fore  will  be  found  clean  and  well 
digefed,  and  requiring  no  other  dreffing  after- 
ward, than  mere  dry  lint,  which  from  this 
time  fhould  be  applied  in  fuch  quantity  and 
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itianner,  as  to  give  nature  an  opportunity  of 
,contra6ling  and  healing  the  wound  as  fall: 
as  (he  can ; in  both  which  the  may  be  coil- 
fiderably  affilded  by  the  judicious  exhibition 
of  the  bark.” 


Mr.  Warner,  in  his  Treatife,  page  89,  in 
fpeaking  of  this  operation,  gives  us  the  fol- 
lowing directions  : 

On  the  third  or  fourth  day  after  the 
operation,  drefs  the  wound  with  yellow  bar 
filicon,  or  linamentum  arcei,  fpread  upon 
pledgits  of  lint ; before  the  pledgits  are  ap- 
plied, dip  them  in  warm  fallad  oil.  Let  this 
mode  of  drefling  be  repeated  till  the  firft 
dreffings  come  off,  and  as  long  afterwards  as 
you  find  it  neceffary  to  the  promotion  of 
dlgefion. 

If  at  the  end  of  a week  or  ten  days,  or 
later ^ your  patient  complains  of  a languor, 

’ and  the  wound  fhould  not  produce  good 
matter,  but  on  the  contrary  a bloody  and 
isorrofive  Janies  fucceeds,  foment  the  wound 
pnce  or  twice  a day  with  an  antifeptic  fo- 
^ jnentation. 
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mentation,  mixed  with  camphorated  fpirits 
of  wine  or  brandv.” 

With  ail  due  deference  to  the  above  re- 
fpeflable  authors,  and  others  of  eminqnce 
who 'have  written  on  this  fubjed,  from 
whom  I cannot  help  differing  concerning 
their  principles  of  operating  and  fubfequent 
treatment,  I fhall  now  humbly  offer  to  the 
public,  the  operation  and  fubfequent  treat- 
ment w’^hich  I have  for  feveral  years  adopted 
and  uniformly  pradifed,  leaving  it  to  the 
confideration  and  future  experience  of  prac- 
titioners to  adopt  or  reject  them,  according  to 
their  merits. 

When  a fcirrhus  or  cancer  of  the  tefticl© 
becomes  fairly  charadferifed,  and  the  opera- 
tion determined  on,  it  may  be  performed 
in  the  following  manner. 

The  patient  being  placed  on  a table  of 
convenient  height,  covered  with  a blanket 
and  fheet,  his  head  and  fhoulders  raifed  with 
a pillow,  his^  legs  and  thighs  are  to  be  fe- 
parated  from  each  other,  with  his  knees  a 

4 little 
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little  bent,  and  fecured  in  this  rituatlon  by 
proper  afliflants ; the  hairs  being  fhaved 
from  the  part,  the  integuments  over  the 
fpermatic'  vedMs  in  the  groin  are  to  be  di- 
vided by  an  incihon,  beginning  oppofite  to 
the  opening  in  the  abdominal  mufcle,  and 
continued  nearly  to  the  bottom  of  the 
fcrotum.  This  incilion  will  permit  the  fur- 
geon  with  facility  to  finifh  the  remainder  of 
the  operation.  The  fpermatic  chord  thus  laid 
bare,  is  tobefreed  from  its  furrounding  mem- 
branous connection,  and  the  operator,  with 
his  finger  and  thumb  feparating  the  blood 
yefl'els  from  the  vas  deferens,  mufl;  pafs  a 
needle  and  ligature  between  them,  and  hav- 
ing tied  the  former  only,  is  to  divide  • the 
whole  chord  at  a quarter  of  an  inch  diftance 
from  the  ligature : this  done,  he  is  to  difledl 
the  teflicle  out  from  the  fcrotum, 

If  any  confiderable  arteries  bleed,  either 
from  the  dartos  or-  fcrotum,  they  muft  be 
retrained  by  ligature  ; when  that  is  done, 
the  parts  from  whence  the  teflicle  was  re- 
moved are  to  bp  gently  laid  together'^  and 
[he  edges  of  the  incilion  to  be  evenly  and 

exadlly 
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€xadly  brought  into  contad  from  one  end 
to  the  other,  and  retained  in  that  fituatioa 
by  two  or  three  futures  and  flips  of  adhehve 
plaifter.  Should  any  part  of  the  fcrotum 
be  ulcerated,  it  will  be  neceflary  to  make  a 
fecond  incihon,  beginning  a little  above  the 
ulcerated  part,  and  continued  in  as  dired  a 
line  as  the  inclufion  of  that  part  will  admit 
of,  down  to  the  extremity  of  the  firft  in- 
cifion.  Thefe  two  incifions  will  enable  the 
operator  to  diffed  away  the  tefticle  in  the 
fame  manner  as  if  there  had  been  but  one ; - 
nor  will  they  give  more  pain,  than  if  the 
difeafed  part  had  been  diffeded  away  along 
with  the  tefticle,  in  the  manner  recom- 
mended by  Mr.  Sharp  and  Mr.  Pott.  He  is 
then  to  bring  the  parts  together,  and  retain 
them  in  the  fame  manner  as  if  there  had 
been  but  one  incifion,  that  they  may  unite 
by  the  firft  intention. 

The  whole  of  this  operation,  and  like- 
wife  the  excifion  of  the  cancerous  breaft, 
fhould  be  performed  with  a ftraight  difr 
fediug  knife, 
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Of  the  Exctfion  or  Removal  of  a 
Cancerous  Breaf. 

There  are  two  methods  in  ufe  in  the  ex- 
tirpation of  cancers  ; the  one  by  cauftic,  the 
other  by  the  knife. 

The  former  being  more  irritating,  ex- 
ceedingly more  painful,  lefs  fubje£t  to  direc- 
tion, and  lefs  certain  in  its  effe£l;s  than  the 
latter,  is  now  nearly  exploded,  or  feldom 
praflifed,  except  by  Quacks,  who  in  all  their 
applications  or  boafted  fpecifics  (without  ex- 
ception) for  the  extirpation  of  cancers,  have 
a cauftic  of  fome  kind  or  other,  as  the  bafis 
or  principal  ingredient  in  their  compofition. 
Extirpation  by  the  knife,  therefore,  being 
infinitely  preferable,  I fhall  confider  and  de- 
scribe that  method  only. 

My  deviations  from  the  ufual  pradice  con- 
fift  in  the  mode  of  operating  and  after  treat- 
ment, of  which  I fhall  give  as  clear  an  ac- 
count as  in  my  power,  firfl  giving  a few  quo- 
tations 
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ftationsofthe  beft  modern  chirurgical  writers  J 
i will  then  leave  the  reader  to  draw  his  own 
.conclufions  as  to  the  propriety  of  each  plan. 

“ In  large  tumors,  it  is  very  much  to  be 
advifed  to  cut  aw'ay  great  part  of  the  fkin, 
for  befides  that  the  hemorrhage  will  be 
much  lefs  in  this  cafe,  and  the  operation 
greatly  fhortened,  the  Ikin,  by  the  very  great 
diftention,  having  been  rendered  very  thin, 
will  great  part  of  it,  if  not  taken  away'; 
fphacelate,  and  the  reft  he  more  prone  to 
, degenerate  in  a cancerous  ulcer.”  ■ ‘ ‘ 

Sharpes  Surgery.  Page 

r 

This  fphacelation  and  generation  of  can- 
cerous ulcers,  mentioned  by  Mr.  Sharp,  T 
have  no  doubt  of,  becaufe  they  muft  na-' 
turnlly  refult  from  the  practice  of  filling  the 
cavity  from  whence  the  tumor  was  removed 
with  dry  lint,  or  any  extraneous  fubftance, 
that  keeps  the  Ikin  and  Integuments  from 
coming  into  conta<ft  with  the  living  parts 
underneath,  fo  that  they  become  dead,  cpnr 
fequently  mOft  be  feparated  and  thrown  off 
from  the  living  parts.  Such  effeds  never 

pould 
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Could  have  followed,  had  the  integuments  at 
firfl:  been  brought  to  unite  with  the  parts 
underneath,  as  the  contraclile  power  of  the 
ikin  is  fo  great,  that  from  confiderable  folds 
at  firft,  it  will  foon  recover  a fmooth  even 
appearance,  as  I have  always  found  to  be 
the  cafe. 

The  fame  author,  after  delcribing  the 
manner  of  removing  a fcirrhous  gland,  or 
cancered  bread:,  page  140,  'Vh&  treatment 
of  all  thefe  wounds'  may  be  with  dry  lint 
fird,  and  afterwards  as  in  common  incifed 
wounds. 

4 

/ 

..  In  Mr.  Warner’s  Cafes,  publidied  a few 
mouths  ago,  page  359,  after  the  amputation 
t)f  a woman’s  bread  in  the  ufual  way,  and 
dreding  with  lint ; he  tells  us,  “ her  wound 
Was  at  the  point  of  being  healed  \wnine  weeks 
after  the  operation.” 

- The  circular  inci/ion  in  the  Ikin  of  a 
bread,  diould  always  be  made  quite  rounds 
&c> 

. PotL  Vol.  II,  Page  492. 
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The  above  eminent  authors  and  mofl 
praditioners  make  it  a rule  to  fave  a con-*- 
fiderable,  or  what  they  think,  a fufhcient 
quantity  of  fkin.  But  ftill,  in  this  opera*? 
tion,  as  well  as  in  others,  they  left  a large 
open  wound,  which  by  the  ufual  dreffings, 
became  much  larger  by  the  time  they  were 
hrll:  removed.  Thefe  dreffings  give  un- 
neceflary  pain,  produce  very  extenfive 
and  a very  ugly  fore,  by  which  the  healing 
of  the  part  is  greatly  retarded. 

The  following  method  is  that  which  I 
have  adopted  in  the  removal  of  a cancerous 
breaft. 

The  patient  being  placed  in  a chair  of 
convenient  height,  in  a reclining  pofture, 
her  head  fupported  with  a pillow,  by  an  af- 
fiftant  behind,  and  her  arms  fecured  by  an-** 
Other  on  each  hde ; the  Surgeon  is  to  place 
himfelf  in  the  moft  advantageous  fituation, 
either  fitting  or  {landing,  as  he  finds  moft 
convenient,  fo  as  to  make  one  horizontal  in-» 
cifion,  longer  than  the  difeafed  mafs,  nearly 
in  the  direction  of  the  rib,  and  a little  be* 
i . low 
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low  the  nipple,  that  it  may  occafion  lefs  'de- 
formity. An  incifion  of  fufficient  extent, 
being  momentary,  will  give  little  more  pain 
than  a fmall  one  ; and  has  this  great  advan- 
tage, that  it  enables  the  operator,  with  faci- 
lity, perfedly  to  remove  the  whole  of  the 
difeafed  parts.  " 

The  mofh . painful  part  .of  the  opera- 
tion being  over,  the  affiftants  who  were 
employed  in  fecuring  the  patient’s  arms, 
are  now  to  hold  afunder  the  teguments,  and 
prefs  their  fingers  on  any  arteries  that  bleed 
freely,  which  will  enable  the  Surgeon,  with 
facility  and  dexterity,  to  remove  the  whole 
of  the  difeafed  mafs,  which  fhould  be  care- 
fully difl'efled  from  the  fkin  above,  and  be- 
low from  the  pefloral  mufcle  and  ribs.  The 
affiftants  are  now  to  remove  their  fingers; 
the  blood  is  to  be  effectually  cleared  away, 
by  fponge  and  warm  water,  that  the  Surgeon 
may  examine,  with  thegreateft  accuracy,  the 
lurface  of  the  wound  ; and  if  any  fmall  in- 
durated glands,  or  thickened  cellular  mem- 
brane can  be  difcovered,  they  ought  to  be  all 
removed  ; for  without  the  raoft  careful  atr 
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tention  to  this  part  of  the  operation,  the  dc- 
fign  of  it  may  be  entirely  fruftrated. 

■ r 

By  this  time,  the  hemorrhage  will  have 
ceafed  by  the  contradioii  of  the  mofeular 
fibres  of  the  arteries ; when  the  blood  which 
oozed  out,  during  the  examination  of  the 
wound,  muft  now  be  cleared  away  as  before, 
and  the  edges  of  the  incifion  brought  evenly 
and  perfefHy  into  contaft,  and  retained  (as 
in  the  operation  of  caftration,)  that  they 
may  unite  by  the  firfi;  intention. 

When  there  is  any  ulcerated  or  dlfeafed 
fkin,  it  muft  be  included  between  two  in- 
clfions,  exaftly  in  the  manner  recommended 
in  fimilar  clrcumftances  of  the  fcrotum. 

Over  the  futures  and  adhefive  plalfter,  a 
large,  thick,  foft,  comprefs  of  old  linen’ 
fhould  be  applied,  and  gently  bound  on, 
with  a flannel  roller,  about  five  inches  broad, 
and  fix  or  eight  yards  long.  Flannel  is  pre- 
ferable to  linen  on  thefe  occaftons,  being 
warmer,  and  likewife  more  pliant,  and 
yielding  to  the  motions  of  the  trunk  in  re- 
fpiration. 


The 
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' The  arm  on  the  fide  affe£led,  fhould  be 
relaxed,  by  being  flung  in  a handkerchief  tied 
round  the  neck. 

u * 

The  ferous  or  bloody  difcharge  is  gene- 
rally in  fuch  quantity  as  to  appear  through 
all  the  bandages,  which  I remove  on  the 
third  day  after  the  operation,  if  perform- 
ed in  the  fumraer,  or  the  fourth,  if  in 
the  winter.  By  this  time  the  flips  of  flick- 
ing plaifler  have  become  loofe,  by  the  dil- 
charge,  and  may  be  removed  without  giving 
the  leaft  pain,  or  affefting  the  tender  adhe- 
lion.  If  ligatures  have  been  ufed,  they  muft 
about  the  fame  time  be  divided  with  fcifl'ars, 
and  the  line  of  incifion  is  to  be  drefied  dur- 
ing the  inflammatory  ftage,  and  till  thefecon- 
dary  union  takes  place,  with  fmall  flips  of 
lint  fpread  thin  with  a cerate  of  wax  and 
oil.  During  thefe  drefiings,  which  are  to 
be  renewed  daily,  the  ligatures  of  the'  ar- 
teries in  the  fcrotum  fhould  be  moved  gently 
at  each  drefling,  and  by  this  means  they  will 
come  away  in  time  for  the  fecondary  union 
to  take  place.  Over  thefe  drefiings  I apply 
a few  flips  of  adhefive  plaifler,  to  fupport  the 

• tender 
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tender  union,  and  by  keeping  the  edges  of 
the  fkiii  as  clofe  as  poflihie,  the  cicatrix 
will  be  very  fmall,  and  the  cure  greatly 

In  performing  this  operation,  feveral  ar^ 
tenes  bleed  very  freely,  and  are  apt  to  alarm 
a young  operator,  who  from  his  embarrafs- 
ment,  may  make  too  much  hafte  to  finilK 
the  operation.  But  the  hemorrhage  needs  not 
to  be  regarded,  for  in  all  the  operations  I have 
performed  on  the  breaft,  I have  never  had  oc- 
cafion  to  take  up  an  artery,  though  I once  took 
off  a Icrofulous  one,  that  weighed  near  ten 
pounds.  It  ,s,  therefore,  neceffary  to  be 
fuffieiently  bold  m this  refpefl,  confidering 
hat  from  the  nature  of  the  part,  no  danger 
can  enfue  from  diffeaing  freely,  or  eL 
from  taking  away  a confiderable  portion  of 
e peftoral  mufcle,  when  the  difeafed  mafs 
adheres  to  it.  The  operation  is  fo  fimple, 
that  my  patients  have  hardly  complained  of 
pain  : they  generally  feared  they  Ihould  faint 
Ut  on  the  contrary,  as  foon  as  the  dreffings 
^id  bandage  were  applied,  they  got  up  and 
walked  to  bed  without  any  affiftance, 
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SoMB  time  after'  I had  publlfhed  'a  fhort 

and  imperfea  account  of  th.s  ° 

eperatlng,  Mr.  Bell,  of  Edinburgh,  publilhed 
L fecond  volume  of  his  Syftem  of  Surgery, 
in  which, 

• cafes  I had  publilhed,  he  fays,  1 lU  of  lat 
the  only  means  put  in  praaice  fo^r 
the  Ikin  in  its  fituation,  fo  as  to  erlec  an  a 
hefion  betnveen  it  and  the  parts  underneath, 
was.  compreffion  by  the  napkin  and  fcapulary 
bandage,  excepting  in  a few  ca  es,  w ei 
adhefive  plalfters  were  einployed. 

Mu.  Bell,  however,  as  appears  from  his 
1 aaq  thinks  this  method ot 

ceffity  for  taking  away  any  of  the  Ik  , 

where  there  is  no  adhefion  to  P®'^° 
ffiuffcle.  When  the  Ikin  is  ulcerated  or  ad- 

Tr  .r<.  formed  he  thinks  the  uiual  me- 
hefions  are  formed, 

thod-of  cutting  away  the  llun  a i, 

with  lint  Ihould  be  followed.  He  alio  ta 
pains  to  defcribe  the  method  ot  ‘=<=“""2 
Series,  and  talks  of  fuppurat.on,  matte  , 
ris.  arc.  as  other  authors  have^d.. 
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before  him.  I am  forry  Mr.  Bell'  has'  mifl 
de. flood  me  fo  far,  becaufe  the  method  of 
pera  mg  ^ mve  defcribed,  may  be  adopted, 

«ven  when  ,t  ts  neceiTary  to  take  dway  a- La 
quanmy  of  ftin,  either  from  the  Laft  or 
fcrotum,  as  will  appear  from  tiie  following 


CASE  1. 

N April  1779,  the  foreman  of  a liattef 

to  m‘e  thirty-eight,  applied 

on  account  of  a complaint  he  had  in  ' 
one  of  h,s  teflicles.  Both  in  the  country 
and  m town  it  had  been  treated  as  venereal 
0 two  years.  He  had  been  falivatcd  for  it 

h'is  c!  ‘'■I'vays.increafed’  " 

«-ei<rh  ™ flT'*  ^ P"*'"’ 

^ become  confiderably  worfe 

VVflicn  faw  it,  the  fpermatic  chorl  a 

i.  tie  enlarged,  the  body  of  the  tefticle  Ls 

ry  aige  and  unequally  hard,  the  darting 
P.  ns  wcie  lo  tiequent,  as  to  deprive  him  of 

^Vf,?l  i"fl=  ‘‘"  countenance  was  p-ile 

-dfickly:he  flid.he  had  been-ofteLad! 

® * vifed 
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vifed  to  have  It  taken  off,  but  never  would 
confent  till  lately,  that  his  life  became  fuch 
a burthen  to  him,  from  intolerable  pam  th 
,he  did  not  care  if  he  had  his  head  cut  oft,. 

As  the  difeafe  did  not  admit  of  a doubt, 
and  he  was  very  preffing  in  his  entreat.-  ° 
have  it  removed,  I operated  m tins  advanc 
ftate  in  the  manner  already  defciibed. 

The  parts  healed  in  a few  dys,  and  m 
lefs  than  a fortnight  he  worked  at  hrs  trade^,  an 

has  had  no  complaint  of  the  kin  ever 

‘ My  friend  and  colleague.  Mi  - 
of  the  Difpenfary,  and  the  late  1 
Teacher  of  Anatomy,  were  prefent 
operation. 


. \ CASE  lE 

‘ Tames  Kelly,  formerly  a failpr,  ^ about 
fori  years  of  age,  was  admitted  a patient  a 
ie^sUy  Difpenfary  laft 
had  for  two  years  been 
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fclrrhous  teftlcle,  for  which  he  had  taken  a 
great  many  medicines,  but  without  any 
benefit.  He  was  then  greatly  alarmed  hy  an 
alteration  it  had  undergone  a few  weeks  be- 
fore. The  tumor  had  been  indolent  and 
equal,  the  fpermatic  chord  in  a natural  ftate, 
and  he  had  no  other  complaint  while  the 
difeafe  continued  in  that  ftage  ; but  fince 
the  change  took  place,  the  tefticle  had  en- 
creafed  very  confiderably,  efpecially  within 
the  two  laft  months,  and  a fungus  fore  brokt 
out  on  the  fuperior  and  anterior  part,  about 
the  fize  of  half  a crown,  which  was  ex- 
tremely painful ; fometimes  .bled,  but  ge- 
nerally produced  a gleety  difcharge,  of  a 
very  offenfive  fmell.  He  had  a pale  un- 
healthy countenance. 

I RECOMMENDED  the  Operation  under  a 
guarded  prognoftic  ; he  hefitated  a while, 
and  then  refufed  to  fubmit : but  while  he 
was  fitting  in  the  hall,  a man,  on  \vhom  I 
had  performed  the  operation  four  years- be-  ' 
fore,  came  to  Mr.  Stonehoufe  on  bufinefs, 
who  defired  him  to  relate  his  cafe  to  Kelly, 
which  he  did,  and  allured  him  the  operation 

E 3 would 
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'Vould  give  him  but  little  pain,  and  the  con- 
finement was  not  worth  mentioning,  as  he 
would  be  well  in  a few  days  ; at  'leaft  that 
was  his  cafe,  and  he  never  had  a pain  nor 
ach  fince  the  operation ; and  laftly,  that  he- 
was  as  good  a man  fince  as  ever  he  had  been 
before  ! Kis  account  had  irrefiftable  influ- 
ence with  Kelly,  particularly  the  laji  argu- 
fnei^t,  and  he  immediately  refolved  to  fub- 
pait  to  the  operation.  Accordingly  he  came 
to  the  Difpenfary  next  morning,  where  I 
performed  the  operation  in  the  manner  de- 
scribed, by  twp  fljraight  incifions,  including 
the  ulcerated  part,  and  having  brought  the 
edges  into  contafl,  retained  them  by  two 
ligatures  and  fome  adhefive  plalfter,  and  then 
fupported  the  fcrotum  with  a handkerchief, 
He  walked  home,  had  no  fever,  and  got  well 
fo  faff,  that  on  the  loth  day  he  returned 

thanks  to  the  Governor  who  recommended 

/ 

him  to  the  Difpenfary,  and  went  to  his  daily 
labour  on  the  eleventh  day, 

Jt  deferves  to  be  mentioned,  that  in  th^ 
above  Cafe  the  fkin  next  the  feptum  fcroti 
was  about  half  an  inch  thick,  and  adhered 

to 
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to  the  tefticle ; yet  this  thicknefs  <3ecreafed 
as  he  got  well,  and  at  laft  went  off  entirely. - 


• Mr.  Simpson,  my  colleague  at  the  Difpen** 
,fary,  and  Surgeon  to  the  Magdalen  Hofpital, 
and  Mr.  Getty,  a Navy  Surgeon,  were  pre- 
Jent,  and  aflifted  me  at  the  operation. 


This  Cafe  I thought  the  moft  proper  to 
fucceed  the  firft,  though  an  interval  of  more 
than  five  years  happened  between  them-: 
but  as  they  are  both  of  the  fame  nature, 
.were  thought  unfavorable,  and  were  really 
more  fo  than  any  others  I have  had,  as  they 
prove  the  two  different  methods  of  per- 
forming the  operation,  viz.  by  the  fingle 
incifion,  and  by  two  incifions ; and  as  they 
were  both  fuccefsful,  1 thought  the  order 
in  which  they  hand  the  properefl  I could 
fix  on.  1 


CASE  III. 

I . 

■ Elizabeth  Turner  was  admitted  a pa- 
tient at  the  Surrey  Difpcnfary,  about  fix 
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years  ago,  under  the  care  of  Dr.  Sims,  who 
confulted  me  refpeding  the  propriety  of  ex- 
tirpating her  breafl:,  which  was  truly  fcirrhus. 
She  was  about  forty -fix  years  of  age,  of  a 
robuft  habit,  and  her  brcaft  naturally  of  a 
large  lize ; but  the  difeafe  (which  had  been 
a year  and  half  forming,  without  any  known 
caufe)  was  perfectly  moveable  and  circum- 
fcribed ; there  were  no  glands  enlarged  in 
the  axilla,  and  the  cafe,  upon  the  whole,  ap- 
peared to  us  to  be  extremely  favourable  for 
the  operation,  which  we  accordingly  took 
great  pains  to  recommend,  without  effect, 
We  heard  no  more  of  her  for  about  a fort- 
night, when  fhe  feiit  for  me  to  her  apart- 
ments in,,  the  Maze,  where  fhe  lived.  I 
found  her  in  bed,  with  her  head  and  Ihoul- 
ders  fupported ; as  fhe  breathed  very  quick 
and  with  great  difficulty,  her  pulfe  was 
quick  and  fmall,  ffie  was  in  mod:  excru- 
ciating pain,  infomuch  that  fhe  faid  fhe  was 
then  ready  to  have  her  bread:  taken  off,  and 
would  undergo  any  thing  to  get  relief.^  In 
the  above  fhort  time,  the  bread;  had  increafed 
..condderably,  and  adhered  in  every,  part  td 
the  ribs  wdth,a  firninefs  that  J panpot  ek- 

■ , prefs. 
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prefs.  The  mufcles  of  the  abdomen,  neck, 
and  arm,  of  that  fide,  were  all  enlarged, 
hardened,  and  contra£l:ed,  fo  that  her  head 
and  thigh  were  bent  towards  each  other. 
She  could  not  move  her  arm  on  that  fide : 
her  breafi:  was  not  ulcerated  externally.  In 
this  melancholy  fituation,  opium  not  afford- 
ing her  the  leaf!:  relief,  death  put  an  end  to 
jber  torture  three  days  afterwards. 

"V 

C A S E IV. 

* - ■ '% 

A LITTLE  after  this,  I vifited  one  of  Mr. 
•Shuter’s  patients,  thirty-nine  years  of  age, 
with  fymptoms  nearly  fimilar  tothofe  in  the 
preceding  Cafe.  When  I faw  her,  the 
breafi:  appeared  to  be  very  favourably  cir- 
cumfianced  for  extirpation,  which  however 
I did  not  advife,  the  tumor  being  indolent, 
and  attended  with  very  little  pain : befides, 
file  was  feven  months  gone  with  child,  and 
I flattered  myfelf  that  the  complaint  would 
not  increafe  much  in  three  months,  and 
that  it  might  poffibly  undergo  a favourable 
change  after  lying-in  ; thefe  were  rny  rear 

fops 
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fons  for  not  doing  more  than  giving  tlif: 
clcuta.  But -to  my  aifonifhment,  in  three 
(Weeks  after  fhe  was  as  fuddenly  and  violently 
attacked,  as  Elizabeth  Turner  im  the  pro- 
ceeding Cafe,  except  on  the  hand  and  arm, 
which  were  covered  with  large  cedematous 
dwellings  : fhe  aborted  that  night,  and  died 
two  days  afterwards. 

- I 

I HAVE  met  with  feveral  fimilar  cafes 
iince,  which  fully  and  clearly  prove  the  ne- 
ceffity  of  our  operating  early,  and  that  the 
lofs  of  a few  days  may  be  of  the  utmoft  con- 
fequence.  It  Is  the  fame  in  cancers  of-  the 
tefHcle  ; by  deferring  the  operation  in  hopes 
of  receiving  a cure,  and  lofing  only  a few 
days,  the  difeafe  may  encreafe  fo  rapidly, 
and,  the  patient  become  fo  much  afFedled,  as 
to  render  the  operation  unadvifable.  By  ah 
inftance  of  this  kind,  the  public  were  fome 
time  ago  deprived  of  a celebrated  comedian. 

t 

f 

C A S E V. 

i.  • 

c'  Mary  Smith,  aged  forty,  difcovered 
a lump  in  her  bhsaft,  about  five  months 

before 


( 59  ) 

before  Ihe  applied  to  me,  which  \yas  it> 
the  year  1780.  It  was  perfedly  indolent, 
even  upon  being  handled.  It  had  a ftoney 
incompreffible  kind  of  hardnefs.  I tpld  her 
J was  of  opinion,  that  it  was  a true  fcirrhus, 
and  accordingly  recommended  the  operation. 
She  left  me  much  diffatisfied,  and  I heard 
no  more  of  her  for  a fortnight,. during  which 
time  (Ire  had  often  been  to  an  eminent  furr 
geon,  and  then  returned  to  fubmit  to  the 
operation.  The  difeafe  in  the  above  fhort 
time  had  increafed  very  rapidly,  and  adhered 
to  the  pe6toral  mufcle.  The  Ikin  -was  her 
come  fmooth  and  inflamed,  and  appeared  as 
if  it  would  fhortiy  break  out  into  a can- 
cerous fore.  There  were  little  lumps  round 
the  breaft,  and  a gland  enlarged  in  the  axilla  ■ 
to  the  flze  of  a chefnut,  which  looked  as  if 
abforption  had  taken  place.  , I told  her,  that 
from  the  rapid  increafe  and  unfavourable 
appearance  of  the  difeafe,  her  chance  of  a 
cure  from  the  operation  would  be  extremely 
uncertain.  Her  reply  was,  that  fhe  fufFered 
fuch  acute  and  almoft  conflai>t  pain,  that 
Hie  would  run  any  rilk.  I operated  in  the 
mantier  already  defcrijaed,  removing  al| 

. the 
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the  indurated  glands.  That  in  the  axilla 
was  deeper  feated  than  it  had  appeared  to  be 
from  the  external  feel.  I likewife  removed 

t 

all  that  part  of  the  Ikin  which  was  dif- 
coloured.  Still  there  was  enough  left  to 
admit  of  a perfedt  approximation  of  the 
edges  of  the  wound,  which  healed  by  the 
firft  intention.  On  cutting  into  the  bread 
after  it  was  removed,  there  appeared  two 
cyds,  one  of  which  contained  about  three 
ounces  of  ferum,  and  the  other  a curdled 
matter  tinged  with  blood.  Ulceration  had 
taken  place  in  the  infide.  Mr.  Walfhman, 
Surgeon,  at  Newington,  faw  this  patient. 

CASE  VI. 

0 

Soon  after  this,  Elizabeth  Benham  of  Pro- 
fpe£t-row,  Walworth,  applied  to  me  to  re- 
move her  right  bread.  The  account  die 
gave  of  her  cafe  was,  that  as  long  as  die 
could  remember,  die  had  perceived  a fmall 
lump  in  her  bread,  which,  had  gradually  in- 
creafed  in  fize  ; and  that  about  ten  years  be- 
fore I faw  her,  die  had  taken  the  opinion  of 

Mr, 
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Mr.  Smith,  furgeon  of  St.  Thomas’s  Hos- 
pital, who  advifed  the  removal  of  the  dil- 
Lfed  part;  but  that  Ihe  did  not  choofe  to 
fubmit  to -an  operation  at  a trme  when  Ihe 
fufFered  no  Incohvenience,  except  from  it? 
weight,  and  at  times  a dull  heavy  pam.  The 
fee  of  the  tumour  encreafing,  P 

becoming  more  acute,  fhe  was  advifed  to 
fee  my  learned  friend  and  colleague  Dr. 
Sims,  whofe  opinion  agreed  with  that  o 
Mr.  Smith.  The  breaft  was  very  « 

an  unequal  furface,  very  ^ 

through  Its  whole  fubftance  perfeaiy  mdu- 
rated.°  The  veins  of  the  ikin  were  varicous 

and' the  nipple  was  fhrunk  out  of  fig  t. 
was  forty-eight  years  old,  and  of  a delicate 
conftltution,  but'  her  general  health  was 
good.  The  edges  of  the  wound  were  brought 
into  contaa,  and  retained  by  flips  of  fti 
inv  plaifter'.  They  united  by  the  firft  inten- 
tion, and  the  cicatrix  was  completely  foim- 
ed  yr  ten  days.  She  was  only  two  days  con- ^ 
fined  to  her  room,  and  walked  out  on  the 

fourth. 
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• Whfen  file' came  to  the  dlfpenfary  to  re- 
turn thanks,  to  Dr.  Sims,  whofe  opinion 
and  reafoning  had  prevailed  on  her  to  fub- 
mlt  to  the  operation  on  feeing,  the  breaft, 
iae  expreflfed  himfelf  much  pleafed  with  a 
mtethod' of  operating,,  by  which  the' cure 
Was^  fpeedily  effeaed,.  and  deformity 
prevented*  For  the  nipple  having  been  pre- 
lefved,^a«d  the,  cellular  membrane  fooii  after 
theoperadbn-fil'ling  with  fat,  it  had  not  an  ap- 
pearance'as- if  the  bread  had  been  removed. 

The  bread  weighed  three  pounds  and 
ten  ounces*  ^ On' cutting  into  it.,  it  was  ex- 
tremely hard  and  difeafed  through  its  whole 
fubdailce,  with  feveral  fmall  cyds  contain' 
ing.  a yellow,  gelatinous,  curdled  pus. 

; ■ CASE  VII. 

A WIDOW  applied'  to  me,  in  the  year 
1781,  concerning  her  bread,  which  was 
enlarged,'  and  uneven  in  its  furface,  at- 
tended with  irregular  pains,  diooting ’into 
the  axilla  and  adjacent  parts.  Mr.  Grindall, 
a^hbut  half  a year  before,  had  recommended 
the  operation,  which  Ihe  would  not  then 

confent 
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conrent  to ; I told  her  the  removal  of  It 
the  only  thing  from  which  fhe  could  expeft 
relief,  to  which  Ihe  conlented.  ■ • ^ 

Through. one  incifion,  I carefully  difledl*^ 
ed  away  the  difeafed  mafs,  which  was'  .&■ 
large  as  to  leave  almoft  the  whole  of  the  pec- 
toral mufcle  bare.  . ^ The  wound  united  by' 
the  firft  intention,  and  {he  was  perfedly  welK 
ill  twelve  days,  and  continues  fo  ever  fince.. 

Mr.  Hadley  (now  fettled  in  Derby)  vvas* 

> prefent  at  the  operation,  and  faw  her  daily 
for  the  time  mentioned. 

CASE  VIII. 

Soon  after  the  former  cafe,  Elizabeth  Au- 
ger, of  Wandfworth  road,  about  forty  years  ^ 
of  age,  was  admitted  a patient  at  the  Surrey 
Difpenfary,  under  ;thy  care.  The  whole  of 
her  right  breaft  was  greatly  enlarged,  though 
the  complaint  had  attacked  her  fudden- 
ly  onlv  three  weeks  before,  without  any  ex- 
ternal injury.  Her  countenance  was  pale 
and  fickly,  (he  was  fubjeft  to  Indigeftion, 
’and  frequent  naufea;  the  dlfeafe  was  clearly 

a true 


( 64  ) 

a true  fcirrhous,  hard  to  the  touch,  with 
frequent  darting,  pricking  pains;  difeafed 
glands  all  round  the  breaft,  with  a firing  of 
them  extending  into  the  axilla.  The  dif- 
cafe  had  increafed  fo  rapidly,  that  fh6  was 
juflly  apprehenfive  of  the  confequence,  and 
confented  to  have  the  operation  performed. 
During  this  operation,  while  I was  diUbdl- 
ing  away  the  glands  leading  to,  and  thofe  in 
the  axilla,  I was  very  much  alarmed  to 
find,  Rafter  the  breafl  and  a large  gland  In 
the  axilla  had  been  removed)  that  all  the 
cellular  membrane  was  difeafed,  and  full  of 
hard  knots  in  every  diredion.  Befides  thofe 
that  were  difleded  away  with  the  breafl,  I 
removed  an  incredible  number  of  them,  from 
the  fize  of  a pea  to  that  of  a filbert.  The 
edges  of  the  wound  were  brought  into  con- 
tadl,  and  healed  In  the  ufual  time.  Sh?  en- 
joyed perfedl  health  for  two  months,  and 
thought  herfelf  very  fortunate;  but  her  eafe, 
comfort,  and  happinefs  were  then  fuddenly 
interrupted,  by  a return  of  the  difeafe.  In 
this  lamentable  fituation,  fhe  came  again  to 
me,  with  her  breafl  nearly  as  large  as  be- 
fpre,  and  the  fymptoms  nearly  the  fame  as  I 
c ' • . have 
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have  already  defcribed,  all  which  increafed 
for  another  month  ; during  which  time,  the 
largeft  dofes  of  cicuta  did  her  no  fervice  ; 1 
then  told  her,  I had  not  the  leaft  hopes  of 
her  obtaining  a cure,  by  any  internal  medi- 
cine, or  external  application  ; and  as  I fear- 
ed it  would  not  be  in  my  power  to  remove 
the  whole  difeafed  mafs,  Ihe  had  but  little 
reafon  to  expert  any  benefit  from  having  the 
operation  repeated.  She  replied,  that  fhe 
had  feen  two  of  my  patients,  who  were  then 
in  good  health,  whofe  breafts  I had  taken 
off;  and  as  fhe  fuffered  fuch  conffant  and 
fevere  pain,  fhe  was  refolved  to  undergo  the 
operation  a fecond  time.  I yielded  to  her 
intreaties,  and  Mr.  Babington  of  Guy’s  ho- 
fpltal,  did  me  the  favour  to  affift  at  the  ope- 
ration. 

The  (kill  of  the  breaft  was  no  way  dif- 
coloured ; but  as  the  cicatrix  from  the  former 
operation,  adhered  to  the  difeafed  mafs,  we 
made  a double  inclfion  including  it,  in  the 
fame  manner  as  when  the  fkin  is  ulcerated. 
VVe  difieded  away  every  part  that  feemed  in 

F any 
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any  degree  difeafed  ; and  carefully  removed 
all  the  affedted  glands  in  the  axilla. 

Her  breaft  was  perfedUy  healed  in  lefs 
than  a fortnight,  and  flie  appeared  to  enjoy 
good  health  for  three  months  after,  at  the 
expiration  of  which,  the  difeafe  again  ap- 
peared, and  in  a fhort  time,  (hot  out  in  dif- 
ferent diredlions  to  a great  fize,  large  lumps 
or  pieces  frequently  mortifying  and  flough- 
■ ing  away  with  the  poultices  that  were  then 
applied.  In  this  miferable  fituation  fhe  lin- 
gered five  months ; in  which  time  opium 
was  tried,  but  foon  loft  its  power,  procuring 
neither  fleep,  nor  alleviation  of  pain  : thus 
worn  out  with  want  of  reft,  inceflant  pain, 
and  hedic  fever,  fhe  died. 

I *•  • 

/ 

CASE  IX. 

Jane  Brown  was  admitted  a patient  at  the 
' Surrey  Difpenfary  in  the  Spring  of  the  year 
'1782  ; fhe  got  a blow  on.  her  breaft  about 
'-ten  years  before,  which  continued  to  be  pain- 
ful 
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fill  for  fome  days  after  the  accident.  Tlie 
pain  was  fucceeded  by  a hard  tumor,  which 
had  been  gradually  encreafing  fot  the  time 
above-mentioned,  (notwithftanding  the  free 
ufe  of  hemlock,)  ^nd  at  the  time  I faw  her^ 
extended  from  the  clavicle  to  the  abdotnen, 
and  from  the  flernum  to  the  axilla  ; the  Ikiqi 
was  puckered,  the  nipple  was  retradtedj  and 
the  veins  were  varicous;  She  had  taken  a 
great  many  medicines,  under  the  care  and 
direction  of  fome  of  the  faculty,  and  likewife 
had  recourfe  to  quacks,  and  had  taken  va- 
rious Ipecific  noftrums,  but  all  to  ' no  -pur- 
pofe.  Being  tired  of  thefe  matters,  and 
meeting  with  Elizabeth  Benham,  (cafe  vi.) 
who  had  then  been  long  recovered  from  the 
operation,  and  gave  her  an  account  of  it  $ 
Ihe  refolved  to  have  her  breaft  taken  off  I 
performed  the  operation  in  the  prefence-of 
Mr.  M Dowell,  of  Shad  ThameSj  Southwark, 
removing  all  that  was  difeafed,  and  bringing 
the  edges  of  the  wound  into  contaft.  They 
were  foon  healed,  and  fhe  remains  perfectly 
well  ever  fince.  The  fize  of  this  patient’s 
breaft  was  fo  enormous,  that  when  the  edges 
of  the  wound  were  laid  in  contact,  there 
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werefeveral  long  and  deep  wrinkles,  or  fur- 
rows in  the  Ikin  of  the  breaft  ; but  it  fooii 
coiitraaed,  and  the  unhandfome  look  from 
a number  of  loofe  flabby  folds,  foon  went  off,  . 
. and  flie  has  now  the  appearance  of  a uni- 
. form  round  plump  breafl:,  fo  that  when  fhe  has 
her  flays  on,  a flranger  cannot  diflinguifh 
which  breafl  has  been  amputated. 


. ■ . . ' CASE  X. 

In  the  year  1782,  a widow,  about  fifty 

years  of  age,  afked  my  opinion  concerning  a 

hard  tumor  in  her  breaft,  fuppofed  to  be  an 

^ occult  cancer,  which  it  appeared  to  be  on 

examination,  and  at  that  time  favorably  cir- 

• cumftanced  for  the  operation  ; I therefore 

gave  it  as  my  opinion,  that  nothing  elfe  would 

, be  of  the  leaft  fervice,  and  advifed  her  to 

flibmit  to  it  as  foon  as  poffible.  To  this  how- 

' ever  ftie  would  not  then  confent,  becaule  her 

furgeon,  (a  gentleman  in  very  extenfive 

praaice,  both  in  furgery  and  midwifery,) 

had  aflured  her,  that  her  complaint  might, 

■.  in  all  human  probability,  remain  dormant 

and 
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,and  InofFenfive  for  many  years ; and  that  if  - 
(he  even  did  fubmlt  to  the  operation,  the 
difeafe  would  return  with  more  violence 
than  before  ; that  he  had  feen  many  inftances 
of  this  kind,  and  that  it  was  the  opinion  of 
the  learned  Dr.  Monro,  that  the  operation 
would  not  effea  a cure.  I told  her,  that 
notwithftanding  it  was  then  quiet,  and  part- 
ly free  from  pain,  yet  no  perfon  could  pre- 
tend to  fay  how  long  it  would  continue  fo ; 

I muft  therefore  advlfe  her,  by  all  means,  to 
have  it  removed  in  its  prefent  favorable  ftate ; 
and  not  wait  till  fuch  alteration  takes  place, 
as  would  induce  her  to  fubmlt  to  the  opera- 
tlon,  when  it  would  be  more  painful,  and 
the  profpea  of  its  proving  fuccefsful,  not  fo 
great  as  at  prefent ; that  I could  not  help 
difterihg  from  the  opinion  of  Dr.  Monro, 
becaufe  my  own  experience,  as  well  as  that 
of  others  who  had  much  praaiceofthis  kind, 
made  it  appear,  that  the  operation  performed 
on  proper  fubjeas,  generally  proved  fuccelf- 
ful,  and  that  by  far  the  greater  number  of 
thofe  who  fubmitted  to  it  in  time,  enjoyed 
general  good  health  for  many  years,  or  as 
^ F-  long 
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long  ss  they  lived,  without  the  lesft  sppes.t* 

ance  of  a return  of  the  complaint. 

, » 

But  as  thefe  arguments  did  not  then  con- 
vince, or  prevail  on  her  to  fubmit  to  the 
operation,  I heard  no  more  of  her  for  four 
weeks,  at  the  end  of  which  time  fhe  feiit  for 
me.  The  breaft  was  a good  deal  increafed 
in  fize,  her  countenance  was  become  fallow, 
and  wan,  fhe  had  no  appetite,  and  complain- 
ed of  intolerable  pain  ; Ihe  informed  me  that 
the  gentleman  who  had  firft  feen  her,  de- 
fired  her  to  .confult  a another  furgeon,  who 
had  given  her  mercury,  and  falivated  her 
fince  1 had  laft  feen  her.  This  treatment 
had  produced-  in  this  cafe,  (as  well  as  in 
every  other  I had  feen  fo  treated,)  a ma- 
nifeft  increafe  of  the  difeafe,  and  all  its 
fymptoms  : fhe  fubmitted  to  the  operation, 
at  which  Mr,  Charles  Montague,  and  Mr. 
James  Stuart,  (then  my  apprentice)  were 
prefent.  She  was  perfectly  well  in  a fort- 

pight. 

. j t . ' • 
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CASE  XI. 

> 

Mrs.  Elizabeth  Ellis,  of  Camberwell, 
fent  for  me  In  the  Spring  i7^3’  examine 
her  right  breaft.  She  fald  all  the  medical  gen- 
tlemen that  had  feen  it,  agreed  in  the  opi-,. 
nlon  of  its  being  a confirmed  cancer.  1 he 
operation  had  been  recommended,  but  fhe 
never  could  make  up  her  mind  to  fubmlt 
to  fo  horrid  and  painful  an  operation,  which 
in  the  end  might  not  prove  fuccefsful  ; and 
to  ufe  her  own  words,  this  opinion  was  ri- 
vetted  more  firmly  in  her  mind,  from  the 
fufFerings  of  a neighbour  of  her  s,  who  had 
undergone  the  operation,  under  the  care  of 
one  of  the  firfl  furgeons  in  town,  and  gave 
her  a dreadful  account  of  the  pain  of  the 
operation,  as  well  as  the  confinement  and 
dreflings  for  feveral  months.  Thefe  confi- 
derations  had  determined  her  to  fufFer  the 
difeafe  to  carry  her  to  the  grave,  until  fhe 
heard  of  Mrs.  Smith’s  cafe,  before  mentioned, 
on  this  account,  (and  for  other  reafons  witli 
which  Ifhallnot  trouble  the  reader)  fhe  had 
- F 4 retraded 
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retraced  her  former  opinion,  and  fent  for  me 
to  perform  the  operation  as  foon  as  I thought 
proper  ; fhe  thought  exceffive  grief  was  the 
caufe  of  her  complaint,  for  foon.  after  the 
death  of  her  hufband  (lie  perceived  a fmall 
lump  in  her  breafl:,  which  gradually  encreaf- 
ed  till  the  time  I faw  her,  it  was  then  large 
and  firmly  attached  to  the  pe£loral  mufcle 
and  ribs,  and  had  a large  cancerous  fore 
round  the  nipple,  attended  with  lancinating 
pains  piercing  through  the  tumor,  which 
was  hard,  Ciraggy,  and  uneven.  She  was  cor- 
pulent and  near  fixty  years  of  age,  I told  her 
that  whatever  might  have  been  the  caufe  of 
her  complaint,  it  was  my  opinion  that  it 
was  a true  cancer,  and  that  I feared  fhe  had 
too  long  deferred  having  the  operation  per- 
formed, and  that  fhe  might  not  reap  any 
advantage  from  it  now,  and  therefore  could 
not  recommend  it.  Her  anfwer  was,  that 
fhe  was  determined  to  have  it  off,  as  fhe 
could  not  be  worfe  after  the  operation  than 
fhe  was  then.  From  her  preffing  and  anxi- 
ous folicitations  I fuffered  her  to  fend  for 
the  family  Surgeon,  Mr.  Green  of  Peckham, 
who  accordingly  met  Mr.  Haynes  and  me 

next 
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next  morning.  I performed  the  operation, 
including  the  cancerous  fore  In  a double  In- 
clfion,  and  was  obliged  to  cut  away  a con- 
flderabie  portion  of  the  peroral  mufcle  and 
leave  two  of  the  ribs  bare.  The  edges  of 
the  wound  were  brought  Into  contadt,  they 
united,  and  the  cicatrix  was  formed  in  the 
ufual  time,  and  (he  has  continued  in  good 
health  ever  fince. 

f 

It  might  be  expedled,  that  I fhould 
recommend  fome  method  of  treating 
cancerous  complaints,  when  the  opera- 
tion cannot  be  attempted.  But  fo  much 
has  been  fald  on  this  fubjeft  by  various  au- 
thors, that  I fhall  only  mention  in  the  moft 
' concife  manner,  what  I have  obferved  in 
praftice.  I have  found  Hemlock  for  a 
time  to  check  the  progrefs  of  the  dlfeafe, 
and  render  the  dlfcharge  better  conditioned, 
and  not  fo  extremely  offenfive  ; when  not 
only  internally  exhibited,  but  applied  by  fo- 
mentation and'  mixed  with  poultices.  The 
effects  however  which  it  produces  at  firft 
foon  ceafe,  and  the  difeafe  gradually  re- 
^ffumes  its  former  ftrength. 

The; 
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The  liberal,  \jfe  of,  opium  generally  fpl- 
l6ws.  cicuta,  and  for  a time  feems  to  pofl'efs 
what  the  other  had  loft.  But  this  in  turn 
Ibpn  fails,  and  the  increaftng  power  of  the 
difeafe  fets  every  thing  at  defiance,  where 
extirpation  by  the  operation  is  impradlicable* 

In  fuch  cafes  all  that  can  be  done  is  to 
mitigate  the  patients  fufferings  to  the  ut- 
moft  of  our  power,  to  this  end  I have  never 
feen  any  thing  more  conducive,  than  the  ufe 
of  cicuta  and  opium  alternately.  In  the 
mean  time  the  patient  fhould  live  abftemi- 
oufly,  avoiding  animal  food,  wines,  fpirits, 
and  fermented  liquors,  as  heating,  ftimu- 
lating,  and  tending  to  iiicreafe  the  pain.  A 
milk  or  vegetable  diet  therefore  in  fuch  cafes 
is  the  propereft.  In  refped  to  external  ap- 
plications to  ulcerated  cancers,  I have  found 
a poultice  of  linfeed  meal  preferable  to  any 
other,  (not  excepting  cicuta  or  carrots) 
its  mucilaginous  and  adhefive  quality,  ren- 
dering it  more  eafily  removed,  and  keeping 
the  fore  cleaner. 
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REMARKS. 

•V 

The  foregoing  cafes  are  fele£led,  being 
the  worft  in  which  I have  operated,  and 
fhewing  at  what  an  advanced  flate  of  the 
difeafe,  the  operation  may  be  attended  with  ' 
fuccefs.  Many  others  might  be  added  of  a 
milder,  nature,  which  of  courfe  were  all  fuc- 
cefsful.  But  thofe  I have  given  fufficiently 
prove  the  advantages  of  the  methods  of  oper- 
ating, I have  defcribed,  and  ju(i;ify  the  man-, 
ner  in  which  I have  fpoken  of  them,  in  the  . 
farmer  part  of  this  treatife,  I have  given  two  . 
Cafes  which  quickly  proved  fatal,  tho’  no 
operation  was  performed.  Thefe  cafes  Ihew  > 
the  propriety  of  having  recouffe  to  the  opera-  ^ 
tlon  In  time.  I have  likewife  given  the  only  . 
unfuccefsful  cafe  in  which  I performed  the 
pperation,  viz.  thatofEliz.  Auger,  and  even 
from  that  cafe,  the  practicability  and  advan- 
tage of  uniting  the  parts  by  the  firft  intention 
appears  which,  fucceeded  in  the  lecond  opera- 
tion, as  well  as  in  the  firft,  tho*  a confide rable 
portion  of  the  integuments  was  removed  by  the 
double  incifion  ? I venture  to  fay,  that  this 
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is  the  only  unfuccefsful  cafe,  as  the  other 
patients  are  all  at  this  time  living,  and,  with- 
out exception,  free  from  any  appearance  of 
a relapfe.  , 

Upon  the  whole,  I cannot  help  regard- 
ing this  immediate  union  of  the  parts  by 
the  firft  intention,  and  the  fpeedy  cicatriza- 
tion of  the  wound  in  ten  or  twelve  days,  , 
as  the  two  great  effedls  refulting  from 
thefe  operations,  and  the  advantages  arifing 
therefrom  as  invaluable.  Whether  among 
other  good  effeds  they  have  a tendency  to 
prevent  a return  of  the  difeafe,  time  and  ex- 
perience muft  determine.  . This  we  know  for 
certain,  that  in  the  ufual  metliod  of  ampu- 
tating the  breaft,  a wound  of  a large  lur- 
face  is  made,  which  by  the  application  of 
lint,  and  the  Ikin  being  allowed  to  retrad, 
becomes  confiderably  larger  by  the  time  it 
is  firft  drefied,  than  if  was  immediately  after 

the  operation. 

Beside  the  greater  fufFerings  of  the  pati- 
ent, much  time  Is,  loft  in  the  healing  up  of 
this  wopnd,  generally  three  mpnths  or  . more, 

iu 
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in  many  cafes  it  never  can  be  healed  In- 
tirely;-but  when  it  comes  to  the  breadth 
of  a fhilling,  fpreads  out  afrefh,  and  the 
difeafe  returns,  or  perhaps  is  thereby  re- 
produced. 

♦ 

I have  now  only  to  add,  that  I humbly 
offer  the  operations  I have  defcribed  to  the 
public,  under  no  patronage  whatever,  buttruft 
to  the  ad vanfaa:es  which  by  experience  may  be 
found  to  refult  from  them.  Should  they  be 
thought  any  way  conducive  to  the  improve- 
ment of  the^chirurgical  art,  and  by  being 
brought  into  general  ufe,  prove  beneficial  to 
my  fellow  creatures,  in  diminifhing  pain, 
greatly  fhortening  confinement,  accelerating 
the  healing  of  the  part,  and  thereby  adding 
confiderably  to  the  hopes  of  a cure  ; I fhall 
think  myfelf  amply  recompenfed  for  the 
trouble  taken  in  drawing  up  this  little  treatife, 
and  fhall  ever  refledf  on  the  time  employed 
in  this  humble  attempt,  as  the  befl  fpent 
time  of  my  whole  life. 


/ 


FINIS. 


t 


